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1-P-1 
James Hume - Steer Ex. 





PROCEEDINGS before The Honourable 
Mn, Justice Wii«J.C..Kirby, this 
27th day ef October, A.D. 1967, at 
9:00 otclock in the morning, at 
the Court House, in the City of 
Edmonton, Province of Alberta 





MR. CLEMENT: Mr. Hume, you acknowledge you are 


still under oath for the purposes of this Inquiry? 


A Yes .sir. 

MR. CLEMENT: I believe Mr. Steer was cross- 
examining. 

THE COMMISSTONER: Mr. Steer? 


MR. STEER EXAMINES THE WITNESS: 

I believe you told us that when Mr. Hooke arrived 
at the South Bend Motel he was met by Mr. Leger at the door, 
PS suis correct @ 

A No I didn't say that. The first knowledge I had that Mr. 


Hooke had arrived was when I heard his voice in an 


adjoining room. 





Q You could see neither Mr. Hooke nor Mr. Leger? 

A That is correct. 

0) And Mr. Hooke and Mr. Leger were together in this adjoining 
room? 

A Yes. 

Q And Mr. Hooke could not see you or Mr. Grundberg or Mr. 


OtDwyer where you were sitting, I think it was in the 
kitchen, is that right? 


A That is correct, he couldntt see us. 
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James Hume — Steer Ex. 
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You could however hear the voices? 

Nes. 

And did you observe that Mr. Hooke called Mr. Leger by his 
first name? 

No. 

Did you observe at anytime that Mr. Hooke called Mr. 

Leger by his first name? 

No I don'ft recall. 

What is Mr. Leger's first name? 

As ‘I recall it is Ed. Leger. 

Yes. Now, prior to Mr. Hooke arriving, Mr. O'Dwyer had been 
told to go out and hide his car, is this correct? 

The phrase used wasn't hide, he was asked to move his car. 
Around to the back or someplace where Mr. Hooke would not 
see 10? 

That's correct. 

That is why I used the word hide and so the situation would 
be that when Mr. Hooke arrived at Mr. Leger's motel there 
was nothing to indicate to him that there was anyone there 
except Mr. Leger? 

That “1s correct. 

Now, you were able to hear the tone of Mr. Hooke's voice 
when he was talking to Mr. Leger in the adjoining room, 
when he first came in or when you first knew he was there? 
Yes, I could hear it. 

And did he sound nervous or upset or anything like that or 


was it a normal conversation? 
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1-P-3 
James Hume - Steer Ex. 


A It sounded to me a normal voice. 


tO 


And later you said when you went downstairs Mr. Hooke 


appeared nervous and upset, is this correct? 


A When I first met him he appeared quite normal. 

Q iesee? 

A During the course of the interview. 

Q So that when you went downstairs then, you didn't know that 
Mr. Hooke was suffering from a form of, some form of 
nervous disorder? 

A No I did not. 
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1-M-1 
J. Hume - G.A.C.Steer Ex. 


















Q And you didn't know that he had been under treatment by a 


physician? 

A Nog. did not. 

Q And you went down there with some preconceived ideas, I 
believe. 

A Yest 

Q The first is that Mr. Hooke was going to tell you something? 

A That's right. 

Q And, secondly, you were not aware of the detective'ts report 
which Mr. Snaddon had received on the telephone? 

A I wasn't aware of it. 

Q And so you had the preconceived idea that Mr. Hooke had 
been living in some form of an executive suite in this 
apartment building in Victoria? 

A That is correct. 

Q And that the name of that was the Regent Towers? 

A Yess 

Q And you found, when you got downstairs, that the situation 
was not at all as had been represented to you, in that Mr. 
Hooke was not, as it were, voluntarily making a statement. 

A That is»correct. 

Q And therefore you started to question? 

A Yes. 

Q And the atmosphere was such that Mr. Hooke would gather the 
impression that you were trying to bring the government down 
-- he did say this to you? 

A Yes. 
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J. Hume 
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- G.A.C.Steer Ex. 










And that you were trying to get him thrown out of office -- 
he did say that? 

Yes. 

And that you were trying to get information from him that 
could be used against the government? This is a construction 
that can be put on it? 

Yes. 

And at one stage your attitude, you told us, became tougher 
than was really warranted? 

That is correct. 


Now, you said to Mr. Hooke, in the course of this 


conversation -- and I am referring to your notes, Sir, 

at page 12 --- 

Could I have -- ? 

It wa LL be just over halfway down the page -- say, two-thirds 
of the way down the page -- "I don't believe your hands are 
clean."* You said that? 

Yes. 

And you went on and said further -- and you were referring 


to Mr. Hooke, when you said that? 

Yes, I was. 

"And I don't believe that some other Cabinet Ministers are 
above reproach." This is --- you said this to him, too, 
didn't you? 

Yes. 


And then you went on and said to him; “But I guess I will 





have to go with what I've got." 
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1-M-3 
J. Hume - G.A.C.Steer Ex. 


A That'*s correct. 


















O F Now, in the context of the whole situation that you found 
in that basement, this could readily be construed as a 


threat, by Mr. Hooke, couldn't it? 


A Yes, I believe it could. 
Q And then this conversation went on -- Mr. Hooke asked you 
what you had got -- that's correct, isn't it? And he made 


a reference to your trying to bring down the government, 
and then you said this, Mr. Hume; "I didn’t feel one way 


or the other about the government, but that I thought he 





could" -- how does that read -- "Tell me -- "? 

A "Help me." 

Q "Help me discover some of the machinations behind the 
scenes." This you said to him? 

A Or words to that effect. 

0) Or words to that effect, and then you said to him -- and I 
am looking at page 13 --- "Well, Alf" -- that is Mr. Hooke, 


LsnIthit? 


A Yes. 





Q Were you and he on a first-name basis before this episode 


in the South Bend Motel? 





A Yes, we were. 

Q "Well, Alf, we don't appear to be getting far, do we?" 

A That was said. 

MR. GLLL: "Too far." 

Q MR. STEER: "Too far" -- thank you, -- "do we?! 
and then: “I had expected more from you, but you are making 
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1-M-4 
J. Hume — G.A.C.Steer Ex. 























Q (Cont.) my job hard." Is this correct? 

A This is correct. 

Q And then: ‘We will have to go with what we have." 

A es 

Q And then you continued: “I guess within the next forty-eight 
hours when our written reports are in from Victoria, if you 
should think of anything you can tell us before this" -- 

“before then, let me know." You said this to him? 

A Yes. 

Q And again, in the context of the whole thing, this could 
well be construed by Mr. Hooke to be a threat? 

A Yes, it was at this point where I felt that I was, on 
reflection, pushing him too hard. 

Q So that it would appear pretty clear, then, that by the time 
this gets back to the Premier, and the Premier is talking to 
Mr. Snaddon, that the Premier might well be justified in 
using the word "blackmail" to Mr. Snaddon? 

MR. HURLBURT: I wonder if my friend might rephrase 
the question? I am not sure whether he means justified in 
fact or justified -- 

MR. STEER: Justified on the basis of Mr. Hooke'ts 
construction of what was happening to him in that motel. 

A I think that "blackmail" as used at that time was too harsh 
a word. 

Q I see; but on the other hand, you realized -- you realize 
Mr. Hooke'ts position, don’t you? 

A Yes. 
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1-M-5 
J. Hume — G.A.C.Steer Ex. 





















Q How he must have felt? 
A Yes; 
Q And he had made a report to the Premier, and the Premier, 


of course, neither the Premier nor Mr. Hooke would know of 


the circumstances under which you had gotten that; this is 


correct? 

A Yes. 

0) So that this, then, when you put that word in the context of 
the whole thing -- that is, Mr. Hooke’s knowledge and the 
Premierts knowledge -- that we can understand the Premier 


using the word "blackmail"? 
A IT still think "blackmail" even at that point is too harsh 


a word, but I can see the justification for anger at that 





time. 
OQ I see. Well, that will be fine; and at the time that the 
Premier phoned -- I think it was Mr. Smith -- he, of course, 


wouldn't know the side of the story which you and Mr. Snaddon 


explained in the witness box yesterday and today? 





A You mean when -- ? 

Q When he phoned Smith -- was it Smith he phoned? 

A No, Mr. Dean, I believe it was. 

Q Oh, Mr. Dean, of course, quite right. He wouldn't know the 
Situation as you two gentlemen have explained it in the 
witness box? 

A No, at that point he had no knowledge of it. 

Q Now, sir, after Mr. Hooke had left, you made another call, 


and then I think you went to-- was it right -- am I right in 
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- G.A.C,Steer Ex, 





(Cont.) saying, Mr. Smith's house? 

Yes. 

And he is which kind of an editor? What is his position on 
the staff? 

At that time he was the news editor. 

News editor, and Mr. Snaddon was the -- what was that -- 
managing editor? 

Managing editor. 

And then the events as they continued from there were that 
there was a meeting which occurred during that night, between 
you, Smith and Snaddon -- ? 

And Mr. Stanwell (phonetic), the city editor. 

And the city editor; so we've got -- we've got three editors 
and yourself? 

VeSs. 

And are those all the editors that are on the paper? 

Oh, no, there are a few more around. 

A few more? 

These were my immediate superiors. 

And officers of the Journal in Edmonton of responsibility? 
That is correct. 

And experience? 

Yes. 

And then, at that time I take it you discussed how you came 
to be at that meeting and what had happened? 

Yes; 


And you also learned of the Premier's call and what the 
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1-M-7 


J. Hume — G.A.C.Steer Ex. 
- Maynard Ex. 
Q (Cont.) Premier had said to Mr.- Dean? 
A Yes; | 
Q And then, was it Mr. -- was it then that Mr. Snaddon -- it 


was decided that Mr. Snaddon would go and see Mr. Hooke and 
discuss the situation with him the next day and make an 


apology? 











A No, I dontt believe that was discussed. 

0) IT see. 

A In my presence, anyway. 

Q In your presence? 

A No. 

Q And following Mr. Snaddon’s meeting with Mr. Hooke, which 
occurred the next day, the day after this meeting in the 
South Bend Motel, did you have another meeting with Mr. 
Snaddon, Mr. Smith and Mr. Williams? 

A I don't think -- I don't think I could say any particular 
meeting was held, because during this period, and for the 
next few days, the subject was under almost constant review 
and discussion. 

Q Quite, and a decision was made with your knowledge, was it, 
that there was no story to print? 

A That is correct. 

Q And you agreed with that? 

A I did. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Maynard? 


MR. MAYNARD EXAMINES WITNESS: 


Q 





Mr. Hume, you told us yesterday the circumstances that you 
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1-M-8 
J. Hume - Maynard Ex. 













Q (Cont.) understood existed when you went to Mr. Leger's hous 
to meet Mr. Hooke. Do you remember what you said on that 
occasion? 

A Yes. 

Q Now, did you know that before this occasion Mr. Hooke had 


already been to Mr. Leger’s house? 

A I did not. 

Q Did you know that Mr. Leger and Mr. Hooke had been on 
friendly terms before this? 


A I did not. 


to 


Did you know that Mr. Leger had been endeavouring to settle 
the Ideal Homes question with the City for Mr. Hooke? 

I did not. 

You knew none of these things? 


No. 


co fF OC PY 


Mr. Leger did not convey any of this information to you at 


any time? 


> 


No. 

Q And you mentioned that you had detected a subtle change in 
Mr. Leger's attitude when you finally confronted Mr. Hooke 
down in the basement? 

A Yes. 

And you told us also yesterday that you were extremely 

disappointed at the fact that the situation that had been 

explained to you had not materialized? 

That is correct. 


Were you disappointed to the extent of feeling that you had 
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1-M-9 
J. Hume - Maynard Ex. 

















Q (Cont.) been possibly double-crossed by Mr. Leger and Mr. 
O'Dwyer? 
A Again I think "double-cross" is a stronger word than I would 


want to use, but I certainly came away convinced that I had 


been "Led down the garden path." 


Q And "on a wild goog chase"? 
A Yes. 
Q And, of course, you had no reason to believe, or to expect 


or to know, that possibly Mr. Hooke had been double-crossed 


at that stage by Mr. Leger? 


A I had no knowledge of it. 

Q You had no knowledge of what took place before? 

A That's correct. 

Q And you had no knowledge of the conversation that took place 
in the basement before you were called down? 

A No knowledge at all. 

0) I am wondering if we could try to clear up the question of 
time. Do you recall the day of the week that you attended 
the press conference when Mr. Hinman was dismissed? 

A That would be on the Tuesday morning. 

Q Tuesday; and the statement you wrote out was dated July 31st 
Friday? 

A Nes. 

Q And the events that took place in Leger’s basement were the 
day previous to this, on the Thursday? 

A I'm getting a little confused on my days here. 


That's why I am trying to clear it up. 
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1-M-10 
J. Hume - Maynard Ex. 


A Yes, it would be the Thursday. 




















Q On the Thursday, and you met with Mr. Smith on Thursday 
night and Mr. Snaddon, and then you prepared this report 
dated Friday,July ---. 

A The following -- 

Q -- the 31st, the following morning? . So that there was a 
full day, Wednesday, intervening, when you were carrying on 


your investigations? 


A Right. 

Q But the information that is on the record that the meeting 
took place in Leger's basement on Wednesday is -- would be 
incorrect? 

A That's right, it was on a Thursday. 

0) Yes, it's just a question of trying to tidy up the record. 


Now, could we also see if we can tidy up the question of 
the time of the meeting? There is some confusion as to 
whether you were there twenty or thirty minutes, and you 
indicated, as far as you can recall, as close as you can 
come --- but what about the time of the date -- you indicated 
that this was about six o'clock at night, I think that -- 
around five or six o'clock that you went down to Mr. Leger'ts 
house? 

A I really don't think I can be any more positive on the time, 
because we had met shortly after three o'clock, and then 
there was a period of some general conversation, and then the 


drive out there, and then quite a long period of conversation 





in the kitchen while various phone calls were made, and then 
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1-M-11 
J. Hume - Maynard Ex. 





A (Cont.), the arrival of Mr. Hooke. 
Q Well, I'm not going to -- I'm not trying to pin you down to 
any specific time. You mentioned around five or six, and 


you mentioned leaving around eight o'clock. Would it be fair 
to say that it could be anywhere between four and eight 
o'clock that you were there? 

A Yes, you could say that. 

Q And if there had been -- if there is other evidence produced 
to indicate more fully a time than that, you would not be 
prepared to dispute anything between that length of time? 

A Well, yes, I would be prepared to dispute anyone that said 
that Mr. Hooke arrived at five minutes to eight. 

Q Oh, well, well, yes, but I am referring to the period of 
time from Mr. Hookets arrival to Mr. Hooke'ts departure. 

Itm not referring -- and what took place during that period 


of time? 


A Yes, I would be prepared to agree with that. 
Q You indicated that -- in your evidence, and also in your 
statement -- that you had mentioned to Mr. Hooke that you 


were awaiting a report from Victoria, but your statement 

does not clearly indicate whether you told Mr. Hooke that 

you were awaiting a report from a detective agency in 

Victoria. Did you mention a detective'’s report to Mr. Hooke? 
A I dontt think the term "detective" was used, but it may have 

been -- but I don't recall uSing it. 

You can't recall at the present time? 


A No. 
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J. Hume - Maynard Ex. 
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Now, you also told us that you were led by Mr. Leger and 
Mr. O'Dwyer to expect that Mr. Hooke would make certain 
revelations concerning the government and its activities and 
so on -- but in your Brn ieee yesterday you discussed only 
your conversations with Mr. O'Dwyer in this respect. Now, 
can you tidy this up? Could you tell us: when did you 
have conversations with Mr. Leger concerning tthe expectation 
of what you might expect from Mr. Hooke? 

After my arrival at the motel. 

Oh? Only then? 

Yes. 

Not before? 

Not before. 

You did not know when you went to the motel where you were 
going; is that correct? 


Thatts correct. 
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1-B-1 
James Hume - Maynard Ex. 





Q Fine. Now, just one more, just one more point, Mr. Hume: 
there has been some discussion made about you presence at 


the Liberal headquarters Committee Room? 








A Yes. 

Q Of course you were there not as a party member? 

A I am not a party member. 

Ae No, you were there to obtain information, whatever informatio 
you could? 

A No, this was just a routine check which any political reporte 
makes. 

Q Oh, yes, I am sure, it is a routine check to see if there is 
any news worthy events that - 

A That is correct. 

Q - you could find out and report on? 

A Yes. 

Q And, of course, you also make these routine checks on the 
N.D.P. headquarters? 

A Yes. 

Q And also on the Social Credit league? 

a Yes. 

Q _So that in effect there is no particular significance about 
the fact that the phone call from O'Dwyer happened to come 
when you were at the Liberal headquarters? 

A No significance at all. 

Q Tk could have come when you were at the Social Credit 
league office, is that correct? 

A Yes. 
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1-B-2 
James Hume — Maynard Ex. 
- Hurlburt Ex. 


Q I thought I would mention that, Mr. Bowen. 
MR. BOWEN : Thank you, Mr. Maynard. 
Q MR. MAYNARD: Thank you, Mr. Hume. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Hurlburt? 


MR. HURLBURT EXAMINES THE WITNESS: 





QO. Mr. Hume, I think the gist of your evidence is that so far 
as you, or so far as you now know on looking back, Mr. Hooke 
may very well not have been aware that you were to be there 
at the motel at all, is this correct? 

A. That is correct. 

Q And he might very well not have been aware that there was 


any expectation that he would disclose any information to 


you? 
A That is correct. 
Q And, on the other hand, your idea was that he was expecting 


to see you and that he was going to disclose information? 

A That is. correct. 

Q So that it may be that the two of you were completely at 
cross purposes, is that correct? 

A It could well have been. 

Q And this situation could very well have lasted through all 
or most of the interview? 

A I think it did. 

Q And when you agreed with Mr. Steer that various construction 
might have been put on your actions by Mr. Hooke and by Mr. 


Manning, did you mean that in fact you had any intention of 


threatening Mr. Hooke or anybody? | 
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1-B-3 
James Hume - Hurlburt Ex. 





A I had no intention of threatening Mr. Hooke. 
Q So that these constructions, while possibly reasonable in 


the light of their knowledge, would have been a mistake? 


A Yes, they were mistaken. 

Q techinke that's all) Thave. 

THE COMMISSTONER: Mr. Clement? 

MR. CLEMENT: I have no further questions, sir. 
THE COMMISSIONER: . Thank you, Mr. Hume. 

MR. CLEMENT: May Mr. Hume be excused? 

THE COMMISSTONER: Yes, I wish to thank you, Mr. Hume, 


for voluntarily coming here from British Columbia and giving 
this Commission your assistance, and you are now released. 
(Witness steps down. ) 
MR. CLEMENT: Call Mr. Leger, please? 


EDMUND HUGH LEGER, sworn, examined by Mr. Clement: 





MR. CLEMENT: Mr. Commissioner, I wonder if we might 
intervene at this stage. Mr. Dowding, you will recall that 
Mr. Snaddon was released on the footing that he would return 
if required by counsel to answer questions in connection with 
this Memorandum that Mr. Hume has used to refresh his memory, 


and it would be of convenience, particularly to Mr. Hurlburt, 








if that could be done now and then Mr. Hurlburt would have 


discharged his duties here. 





THE COMMISSTONER: Do any counsel wish to address any 
further questions to Mr. Snaddon arising out of this 
Memorandum prepared by Mr. Hume? 


MR. DOWDING: I do, Mr. Commissioner. 
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1-B-4 
A. W. Snaddon - Dowding Ex. 


THE COMMISSTONER: Well, I think perhaps you had better 


recall him then. 


MR. CLEMENT: Yes. 
THE COMMISSIONER: And then we can release him. 
MR. CLEMENT: Would you mind just stepping down for 


a moment, Mr. Leger? 
(Mr. Leger steps down. 
ANDREW WILLIAM SNADDON, recalled on his former oath, examined by 
Mr. Dowding: 
MR. DOWDING: Are there any other counsel before me, 


Mr. Commissioner? 


THE COMMISSTONER: Have you any questions, Mr. Gill? 

MR. GILL; No, i haven't, “sir: 

THE COMMISSTONER: Mr. Bowen? 

MR. BOWEN: No, sir. 

THE COMMISSTONER: Mr. Crawford? 

MR. CRAWFORD: No, sir. 

THE COMMISSTONER: All right, go ahead, Mr. Dowding. 

Q MR. DOWDING: Mr. Snaddon, you received a statement 


from Mr. Hume in writing signed by him, did you not? 

A Yes. 

Q I dontt want to put in the whole of the statement but I have 
a photostatic copy of what appears to be the last page, 
signed by Mr. Hume, and which contains a note; I wonder if 
you could identify that? 


MR. CLEMENT: Let him have the original. 





MR. DOWDING: Headed "Note", and signed "J. Hume", 
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1-B-5 
A. W. Snaddon - Dowding Ex. 


MR. CLEMENT: The last page. 
A Yes sir. 
Q MR. DOWDING: Now, that page reads: 


"Note: Re my visit to the Liberal Office, the bottom 
of page 1 and the top of page 2..." 
That refers, of course, to the Memorandum? 

A Yes. 

Q " ,.. and following a telephone conversation between 
Bob Russell and O'Dwyer, Mr. Russell said O'Dwyer had 
intimated that Hooke was ready to meet and talk to 
Liberal leaders. Mr. Russell said such a meeting 
would require a lot of thought and added that should 
such a meeting take place he would make sure I know all 


about it." 





And then signed "J. Hume"; is this what you received from Mr. 


Hume on the 30th of July? 


A Yes, I believe it is, sir. 

MR. HURLBURT: The 31st. 

Q MR. DOWDING: The 31st, I am sorry. 
A The 3lst, yes. 





Q I wonder if that might be marked as an Exhibit, that 
particular page, if you have no objection? 
THE COMMISSIONER: Exhibit 358. 
PORTION OF THE HUME MEMORANDUM 
OF JULY 31st 1964, MARKED 
EXHIBIT 358. 


Q MR. DOWDING: Now, subsequent, subsequent to your 
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Snaddon - Dowding Ex. 





(cont.) receiving this did you make that available, that 
page, or any of the Memorandum, to Mr. Dean? 

Well, subsequent at some time I am sure he would have seen 
it, although he didn’t come into the office, as I have said 
he was on holiday, and I was in contact with him. I think 
it is very likely he did see it, yes, at some point, but 
whether it was - 

And did you receive a visit from any police officers at 

any time subsequent to receiving that Memorandum with respec 
to investigating the motel incident? 

NOusir : 

To your knowledge did Mr. Hume receive such a visit? 

To my knowledge, no sir. 

To your knowledge did Mr. Dean receive such a visit? 

To my knowledge, no sir. 

Did anyone examine the Memorandum that Mr. Hume had made 

in a position of, any person in a position of authority, 
either the Attorney General or any of his Aides, or the 
police? 


No, no one has seen it that I know of, other than our lawyers 





and our own staff. 

Then so far as you know no investigation of the principals 
concerned was made by the Attorney General's office or the 
RE CAM.P. ? 

As far as I personally know. 

Then so that if there was any possibility of a conspiracy 
or a threat of blackmail, that certainly didntt lead to any 
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1-B-7 
A. W. Snaddon - Dowding Ex. 





QO (Cont.) investigation that you know of in your office or 
anywhere else by the authorities? 

A No, as far as I have any personal knowledge of. I have 
heard about it. 

Q Did you order Mr. Hume off the case? 

MR. MAYNARD: Mr. Commissioner, I must object. My 
friend Mr. Dowding has brought in this last page of Mr. Hume's 
statement as an Exhibit. If he is using this last page for 
the purpose of cross-examination on the statement that was 
produced by Mr. Hume yesterday, which was agreed to, that is 
fine. I see no relevancy whatsoever between the line of 
cross-examination now being carried on and anything referred 
to in this last page of the Exhibit. All Mr. Dowding is 
doing is re-opening the entire question again, he had his 


opportunity yesterday. 





MR. DOWDING: With respect, since studying this 
Memorandum it is possible to ask these questions that I did 
not know because I had not read the Memorandum, and in 
fairness I would say with respect, Mr. Commissioner, that we 
were given the opportunity to delay our further cross- 
examination of this witness until we had seen the Memorandum. 
Now I have seen it, 

THE COMMISSIONER: What was the last question? 

THE REPORTER: (By reading) 

"Q Did you order Mr. Hume off the case?" 


THE COMMISSIONER: I don't see anything improper in that 





question. : 
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Snaddon - Dowding Ex. 





I took Mr. Hume off the case at that time as it happened for 
a few days, he was around and then he had an appointment in 
Penticton, which was where he came from, with an eye doctor. 
He was gone at that point and from then on he was not on thi 
particular investigation. 

MR. DOWDING: I suggest to you, Mr. Snaddon, that 
this Memorandum is a very peculiar one in terms of ordinary 
newspaper practice, and I suggest that for the reason that 
this appears to be some kind of a justification by Mr. Hume 
of what he was doing; would you not agree? 

No, I would not. 

Well, do you mean to say that this is the kind of a news 
report that you ask for from your reporters? 

This is not a news report. 

What is it? 

It was a question of activities, Mr. Manning had made a 
suggestion of blackmail and a clique to the publisher of 

the newspaper, we were aware, and I think our foresight is 
borne out to some degree, this happens in other cases when i 
gets to some question of a legal suit, or some other action 
comes up; the Memo was made while it was still fresh in the 
reporter's mind. This Memo was made at that time and it has 
been in my hands at that time, and the first time I saw it 
was a few days ago. It was done merely to keep a record of 
these events in case at some time in the future it was 
necessary, and also to give our legal firm some picture from 


our point of view of what happened; and it was entirely an 
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Snaddon - Dowding Ex. 





(Cont.) inter-office Memo. I can say, I cannot speak for 
other newspapers except the ones I have worked for, but this | 
is done in other newspapers, this is not a report for 
printing. 

Why did you take Mr. Hume off the case? 

For a very good reason. We felt that the case had been 
pursued, we felt that he had unfortunately become mixed up 
with a group which the Premier obviously felt he was part 
of. We did not want this association to be considered. 

The Premier flatly refused to see Mr, Hume, to have anything 
to do with him, which made it very difficult for him to be 

a Legislative reporter. At a subsequent conversation with 
the Premier I pointed out to him that if I felt like sending 
Mr. Hume to the Legislature at any time, this was some time 
later, but I pointed out to him that Mr. Hume would be sent 
to the Legislature, he would be a member of the press 
gallery, and the Premier, of course, and any Minister has 
the right to have a person in his office if he wants to or 
not in his office if he wants to. We felt that Mr. Humets 
effectiveness on this particular beat was at least temporar- 
ily damaged, we decided to replace him there for his own 
benefit and ours, because there is no use in having a 
reporter when half the Ministers would be hostile to him. 
Well, Mr. Snaddon, isn’t what you are saying that you were 
threatened, you were intimidated, and you realized Mr. Hume 
was persona non grata with Mr. Manning? 


I refuse to admit ~- I am sorry. 
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A. W. Snaddon — Dowding Ex. 
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MR. HURLBURT: Could we just break this down, this 


question down a little bit, and also I would really ask that 
if he tells what the witness, what the witness has said, tha 


he use the witness? own words. 


Q MR. DOWDING: Let me put it this way to you, did you 
feel intimidated by Premier Manning? 

A No sir. 

Q Why did you take Mr. Hume off the case? 

A Simply because as a matter of operation, if he can’t get 
along with the Ministers on the beat there is really: not 
much point in having him there, and also - 

0) Just a minute — 

THE COMMISSIONER: You must let him finish his answer. 

Q MR. DOWDING: I am sorry. 

A And as I had made clear, I think before, we felt that because 





of the association and because of the way we got into this 
thing that Mr. Manning and Mr. Hooke had some right to feel 
the way they did. We attempted to make it clear that we were 
not making any effort to twist, that we were only there to 
look for information. We did not want to be a part of what 
appeared to be, if there was in fact any scheme, or any 
twisting, and we had no part in it. It is not the type of 
newspaper we operate, and we wanted to make that damn clear, 
and we did, and as I said to you now, "Mr. Manning, if Mr, 
Hume worked for me now and I want to send him to the 
Legislature he would go to the Legislature.", and if Mr. 
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1-B-11 
A. W. Snaddon - Dowding Ex. 


A 





(Cont. ) Manning threw him out we could create a ruckus about 
freedom of the press; but in Mr. Manning'ts office and in any 
of the other Ministers it is essential, I believe you have 
some knowledge of the Legislature, it is essential that the 
reporter have some rapport with the Ministers. I felt that 
once that Mr. Manning had said that he didn't want Mr. Hume 
in his office at anytime that this would result in some of 
the other Ministers following, and oddly enough it wasn’t by 
Mr. Hooke, but some of the other Ministers indicated to me 
that they felt that this was dirty pool, and for that reason 
and that reason only was he taken off. I said yesterday tha 
Mr. Hume is in my opinion a first rate reporter. 

You said you wanted him back? 

I didn’t say I wanted him back, I said I would take him back, 
I would be happy to have him back. 

What hour did you instruct him to drop this investigation? 

I can’t really tell, I would think that the, I don't know 
that I ever actually said "Drop this investigation." 

because the investigation has never really been dropped. 

The fact of the matter is that at that time of night I told 
him to report in in the morning, and I thought, as I 
remember, that we would want him to make a full report of 
this, and that he would be busy with that; and as I say, 

he left us. I don’t think he was ever instructed not to 
follow any angles on this or anything else, he was off the 
beat. 


Did you assign someone else to check into the possibility 
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1-B-12 
A. W. Snaddon - Dowding Ex. 





Q (Cont.) of any dealings between Paris Investments and the 
Minister? 

A You raised the question with Mr. Hume yesterday, had we 
investigated Paris Investments, and so on. He was in no 
position to answer that. As I said early in my testimony 


yesterday morning, these are continuing investigations, 
many reporters have been involved in them. Now, many of 
the companies that were mentioned as allied, and you men- 
tioned McMurray, Mr. Dowding, and this brings back memories 
to me because we investigate and a lot of things happen. 
Yes, we had looked into McMurray at some time prior to this, 
and I believe it has come before this Hearing here; and we 


also looked into the various companies which we felt that 





Mr., Dr. Allard was connected with. I say this in fairness, 
we have looked into all sorts of events at different times, 
and I have a file on my desk at the moment, if I ever get 


around to reading it, about land dealings with the City; but 





we did not in any way stop because we did not say to Mr. 


Manning or Mr. Hooke "Believe me, leave us alone and we will 





be good.", At no time did we do that. Our criticism of 


Mr. Hooke is still continuing in other fields, as I can poin 





out to you this week. 
Well, perhaps, could I show you - 
A And I don't consider ourselves intimidated in any fashion. 
Q Well then would you examine this editorial from the Edmonton 


Journal, August 3lst, 1964? Do you recognize that editorial? 
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2-P-1 | 


A.W. Snaddon - Dowding Ex. 


Q Do you recognize that editorial? 

A Well yes, yes I recognize it. 

Q And that appeared in the Edmonton Journal on August 3lst, 
1964? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you write it? 

A No. 

Q I suggest to you that that is an extraordinary editorial 


and ask you if you think you can agree with me in that it 
appears to be taking up the cudgels for a private citizen 
against the City of Edmonton and the Council to have an 
exchange of land and publicly asking through the public 
that that man be given some land by the Edmonton Council. 
Isntt that what it means to you? 

A Doesntt mean that to me. 

MR. CLEMENT: Mr. Commissioner, whether that should 
be categorized as extraordinary or not I suggest should be 
on the evidence that will be adduced when we inquire into 
that aspect of it which will be as soon as I can come to it. 

MR. DOWDING: Well, I would like to put this in 
because it is relevant to the credibility of this witness 
as to what he said just before I put this to him and IL 
ask that this be marked as an Exhibit please Mr. Commissioner 

MR. G.A.C. STEER: Sir, I am sorry to interrupt in this 
manner but it is my respectful submission that the witness 


has said, I did not write that editorial, and how it could 
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2-P-2 
A. W. Snaddon - Dowding Ex. 


MRe GtA+G, SIEER- (cont, ) possibly be marked as an Exhibit 
for the purpose of credibility sir, I cannot see. I submit 
if he is going to attack this witness! credibility then there 
is a proper way to do it and that is to ask the questions 
and do it, if that is what he is going to do. 

MR. DOWDING: With deference Mr. Commissioner the 
witness had just stated prior to my putting that to hin, 


in the editorial sense the policy of his paper and I then 





put this document to him which, I submit when you read it, 
will show that it contradicts his statement with respect 
to the policy of his paper. Therefore it isn't a question 
of my attacking his credibility by something that he has 
said or written but as to his statement as to the policy of 
the paper which is a different thing. 

MR. CLEMENT: Well I think Mr. Commissioner that 
perhaps we should keep straight on this subject. Mr. 
Snaddonts policy so far as we have heard the evidence is 


to treat matters fairly. He gave consideration to what 





evidence there was in respect of Mr. Hooke at that time and 
acted as he thought in fairness the justice of the situation 


required. That editorial which I also have in my files, 





to me, is a reflection of the same attitude and I suggest 
again that if that editorial is misconceived we can only 
deal with that in the light of the evidence which will be 
adduced on the subject. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Any other counsel any observations? 


MR. HURLBURT: I really dontt wish to intervene, Mr. 
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2-P-3 
A. V. Snaddon — Dowding Ex. 





MR. HURBLURT: (cont. ) Snaddon is grown up and quite able to 
look after himself, sir. I am not quite sure what my friend 
is saying, that he is trying to prove a conspiracy or 
something by trying to prove that Mr. Snaddon is incorrect 
when he says there isn't much there. I don't see the logic 
or the line of attack or, what relevence this has as to the 
purpose of the Inquiry which I think is whether Mr. Hooke 
has misused his office. However, this is for the Commissione 
to say what should be done. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Dowding? 

MR. DOWDING: Mr. Commissioner, the editorial in 
sum is favourable and very favourable to Mr. Hooke's 
requirements with respect to Edmonton Council in exchange 
of land and it takes the cudgels up for Mr. Hooke. The 
Significance of it which I seek to show and why I wish to 
have it brought in as an Exhibit is to show that the 
Edmonton Journal is extremely favourable to Mr. Hooke a 
month later after a call was received charging intimidation 
by the Journal and, there may be some significance to this 
that you wish to draw at a future time as to the conduct of 
Mr. Hooke and what resulted from that conduct after he went 
to the Premier. 

I submit that that conduct may be inferential later on 
in argument as to why this happened or that happened and 
therefore is important because, not only the conduct of the 
people concerned in this motel incident and what followed 


from that is important to you, but the inferences you can 
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2-P-4 
A.W. Snaddon - Dowding Ex. 





MR. DOWDING: (cont.) draw as to the conduct of the Minister 
during the motel incident and afterwards is very significant. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Anybody else? 

MR. MAYNARD: — Mr. Commissioner, my friend Mr. 
Dowding has indicated he wishes this editorial submitted 
because it contradicts this statement that Mr. Snaddon made 
earlier about the Journal policy relating to Government and 
Ministers. 

I submit Mr. Commissioner that if this editorial is 
going to be submitted for this purpose, because it happens 
to be favourable to Mr. Hooke, then in fairness we should 
ask the Edmonton Journal to produce every editorial in which 


they attacked the Government and attacked Mr. Hooke, includ- 





ing the editorial of this week. Now, it is just plain 
nonsense, Mr. Commissioner, to suggest that because the 
Edmonton Journal felt that in fairness to Mr. Hooke that it 
should give some publicity to the background of Mr. Hooke in 
one particular case and yet the Edmonton Journal is taking 
up the cudgels for Mr. Hooke. I think it is fair knowledge 


in this City and this Province that the Edmonton Journal has 





attacked the Government and attacked Mr. Hooke on many 
questions of policy and on many cases and I think the 


position taken by my learned friend in this respect is just 





ridiculous. I have no objection to the editorial being 





produced when the question of the Ideal Homes is under 
consideration but I submit Mr. Commissioner that to accept 
this editorial today in the light of the statement made by 
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2-P-5 
A.W. Snaddon - Dowding Ex. 


MR. MAYNARD: (cont. ) my friend Mr. Dowding, that it attacks 
the credibility of Mr. Snaddon is going absolutely too far 
and it should be rejected today on that basis. 

MR. GILL: Mr. Commissioner I have stayed out of 
this to this point but, I must say this that I think it is 
relevant in that on the 31st of July or, the night of the 
30th, you have the publisher of the Edmonton Journal being 
accused of blackmail by the Premier of the Province. Mr. 


Snaddon has said the Edmonton Journal doesntft -- 


MR. HURLBURT: Mr. Commissioner -- 
THE COMMISSIONER: No. 
MR. GILL: The word blackmail was used by the 


Premier and it comes through the evidence yesterday. 
MR. HURLBURT: With respect sir, we have not heard 


from anybody who took part in any telephone conversation in 





which any word was used by the Premier. We have been 
letting in all sorts of statements that are made by people 
who have absolutely no knowledge of the facts. If my friend 


wishes to found himself on some statement made then, let him 








prove it first. 
MR. GILL: They opened the door Mr. Commissioner, 


the word blackmail was used. 





MR. HURLBURT: We have not -- if he is talking about 
the Journal, Mr. Snaddon has been here answering questions to 
the best of his ability, he is not opening doors or doing 
anything else except discharging his public duty. | 


MR. GILL: At page 2677 yesterday's volume if Mr. 
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2-P-6 
A.W. Snaddon - Dowding Ex. 


















MR. GILL: (cont. ) Hurlburt will look at it, Mr. Snaddon 
says in answer to Mr. Clement: 
uy Mr. Dean told me he had received a call from the 
Premier, the Premier was highly indignant, that 
he felt that the Edmonton Journal would not be 
party to the activities of æ .chique which -- "I 
believe he used the term blackmail as the approach 
of the clique as I understand it." 
In any event Mr. Commissioner, Mr. Snaddon tells us that the 
policy of the Journal is not to be intimidated, this has 
come through all his -- 
MR. HURLBURT: Excuse me sir if my friend is 
reading from the transcript I would ask that he continue and 
read the whole thing. 
MR. GILL: We have gone over it Mr. Commissioner. 
MR. HURLBURT: At page 2678. 

" The Premier was very idgenant at the methods used 
to get him there and the methods of questioning 
used and spoke of a clique and he did use the term 
of blackmail, he felt, as I understand from Mr. 
Dean, that we would not be a party to this." 

I dontt know why we are arguing about it. 

MR. GILL: Well, you started the argument and if 
you will sit down we can go ahead. 

MR. HURLBURT: But, I do wish to go on eared sir 
as saying again that we are here because this Commission 


has asked Mr. Snaddon to give evidence, evidence has been 
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2-P-7 
A.W. Snaddon - Dowding Ex. 





MR. HURLBURT: (cont. ) adduced, it has come out in the wildest 
form of hearsay -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, there has been a lot of hearsay 
in this Mr. Hurlburt. 

MR. HURLBURT: Well, this is fine and it does show 
the story and why Mr. Snaddon did certain things but to go 
ahead and found arguments as if this were a fact, in my 
submission, is quite beyond what is — by what is in 
the record. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Gill? 

MR. GILL: If Mr. Hurlburt.is quite finished I 
would like to make my point. The point is the term black- 
mail did come through yesterday. Mr. Snaddon as I understand 
his evidence says the Journal cannot be intimidated and yet 
on August 31st, thirty days afterwards, the Journal is 
publishing an editorial which is extremely favourable to Mr. 
Hooke. I think you sir are entitled to make certain 
inferences from it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Any other counsel? The only 
observation I will make at this time is that there are many 
inferences that can be drawn from editorials and I will 
admit the editorial. Exhibit 359. 

MR. CLEMENT: Well I hope sir that that will then 


end the line of cross-examination of this witness. 





MR. DOWDING: It ended as far as that part is 


concerned, sir, thank you. 
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2-P-8 
A.W. Snaddon - Dowding Ex. 
- G.A.C. Steer Ex. 





Q There is one curious thing about the statement Mr. Snaddon 
that was used by Mr. Hume to — his memory and that is, 
contrary to the custom of newspaper offices it appears to 
be handwritten rather ‘than typed. Can you explain why this 
rather departure from norm? 

A I think he was in another area where there wasn't a 


typewriter and was it in handwriting and signed, I am not 





really sure now as to why that was done. 
Q Would it be perhaps because this was top secret and they 


didn't want him typing in the reporters’! general area? 


A No sir. 
Q Thank you, no further questions. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Now, any counsel any questions to 


ask arising out of this Exhibit that has been put in? Mr. 


Bowen? 
MR. BOWEN: No sir. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Crawford? 
MR. CRAWFORD: No sir. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Steer? 
MR. G.A.C. STEER EXAMINES THE WITNESS: 
Q I take it Mr. Snaddon that Mr. Maynard is quite correct, 








if the Journal feels it is necessary to attack Mr. Hooke, it 
will attack? 
A That is correct. 


Q And in point of fact is presently attacking him with respect 





to some sort of policy about some sort of a creche in the 


City of Edmonton? 
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2-P-9 
A.W. Snaddon - G.A.C. Steer Ex. 
- Maynard Ex. 
A Yessir, and still feels he has a case with Ideal Homes. 
Q Certainly, and still feels he has got a case with Ideal 


Homes, certainly, and has attacked him on other occasions 


since you wrote the Ideal Homes article? 


A Yes sir and since I became responsible for the editorial 
page too. 
Q And our memories arentt fresh enough to make specific 


reference to these many occasions, is that correct? 


A Well, I think this would be a rather tremendous volume, sir. 
Q Fine, thanks. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Maynard? 


MR.MAYNARD EXAMINES THE WITNESS: 
Q When we use the word tremendous volume, let's be clear, I 
think you are referring Mr. Snaddon to tremendous volume of 


editorials involving Mr. Hooke? 














A Well, involving the Government. 

Q Involving the Government, yes, as well as Mr. Hooke? 

A As well as Mr. Hooke. 

Q And of course, not all favourable to either the Goernment or 
Mr. Hooke? 

A I think not sir. 

Q Quite. 

THE COMMISSTONER: Mr. Hurlburt? 

MR. HURLBURT: No questions, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Clement ? 

MR. CLEMENT: Yes sir, all 


I have to observe is 
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2-P-10 
A. V. Snaddon — Maynard Ex. 
E.H. Leger — Clement Ex. 





MR. CLEMENT: (cont.) that my recollection of this editorial 
is a little distorted. It is in my file and it is also an 
Exhibit already, number 106, 

MR. DOWDING: . I must apologize, I am not that 
familiar with all the Exhibits. 

THE COMMISSIONER: That is fine Mr. Dowding I don't 
think anybody can remember all the Exhibits we have in this 
case, we have quite a few. 

MR. CLEMENT: We shouldn't add to whatever 
confusion there may exist sir but, it should be struck of 


as an Exhibit under 359 and the Court Reporter might make 


a note. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, what is the actual Exhibit number? 
MR. CLEMENT: 106, 
THE COMMISSIONER: 106 so, the editorial is already in 


as Exhibit 106. 
MR. DOWDING: May the record show at this state 
anyway, that the document I put to the witness, Mr. Snaddon, 


was in fact Exhibit number -- 


THE COMMISSIONER: 106. 
MR. DOWDING: -- 106. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, the record will show that just 








so that we avoid the duplication. Thank you Mr. Snaddon. 






(Witness stands down. ) 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Leger? 
EDMUND HUGH LEGER, recalled, examined by Mr. Clement: 
Q Mr. Leger, you are a businessman in the City of Edmonton and 
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2-P-11 
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Leger - Clement Ex. 


(cont. ) the proprietor of the South Bend Motel? 
Yesagsirh® 

And you have owned that since prior to 1964? 
Yesesir«.: 

You are also an Alderman of the City of Edmonton? 
Yeseasiri: 

And you were an Alderman for how many years, I have forgotten 
Well I was first elected in 1959 and *61 I was off for two 
years and re-elected in 1963 and continuous since that date. 
Yes, Now Mr. Leger, when I asked you to come here, I mentio 
ed to you this morning I would be asking you questions in 
respect of a meeting on July 30th, I believe, 1964 at your 
motel, the South Bend Motel, at which Mr. Hooke was in 
attendance and that I would be calling you again at a later 
date in respect of matters in which your position as 

Alderman might afford assistance, that is, the dealings 
between Mr. Hooke and the City. So, this morning I am 
concerned only with having you tell Mr. Commissioner the 
events leading up to that meeting and what happened at the 
meeting itself. If you could start then to tell me what you 
know as to how the meeting was arranged? 

Yes sir. It was in the afternoon of the 30th, I think is the 
date, of July 1964. I was downtown and had occasion to 

call my home and my wife answered the phone and told me that 
Mr. O'Dwyer who was known to her and, two other gentlemen 


were there and were waiting patiently to see me. This was 
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2-P-12 
E.H. Leger - Clement Ex. 





A (cont. ) approximately four otfclock in the afternoon and 
I told her that -- I asked her what they wanted and she 
didn't know, she tmught it was very important the way they 
were acting, they were in the kitchen drinking coffee and 
waiting for me to come home. She didntt tell me who they 
were other than Mr. O'Dwyer. I told her I would be home 
shortly because I was on my way home. 


Q I wonder if you would mind speaking up just a little bit 





louder so that we can all hear you Mr. Leger. 

A Yes. When I arrived home I went into the house and into 
the kitchen and sitting there was Mr. O'Dwyer, Mr. Morley 
Grundberg who I knew and Mr. Jim Hume who I did not know. 


I was introduced to him by Mr. O'Dwyer and Mr. O'Dwyer 





opened the conversation by telling me that Mr. Hume had been 
assigned by the Journal to investigate Mr. Hooke and the 
activities of Mr. Allard and his various companies and that 
Mr. Hume had a case of corruption against Mr. Hooke. 

That Mr. Hume had a case —— 


A Of corruption against Mr. Hooke. 





Q I see, This is what Mr. O'Dwyer told you and O'Dwyer said 
Hume had a case or corruption against Hooke? 


A That is right. 





Q Yes, and just so there will be no uncertainty, Mr. O'Dwyer, 
Mr. Hume and Mr. Grundberg were there before you arrived at 


the motel? 





A That is correct. I asked Mr. Hume if this was correct and 


he said yes and, I have to admit I was a bit skeptical and 
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2-P-13 
E.H. Leger - Clement Ex. 


A (cont, ) I must have laughed a bit and said, is it a good | 
case and Mr. Hume assured me that it was a good case, 
similar to the Sommers case and the conversation -- 

0) Well, I am not going to invite your evidence as to what on 


earth the Sommers case was about but, go ahead? 


MR. DOWDING: Do you want me to tell you? 
MR. CLEMENT: No. 
A I then asked what was going to happen and I think I did 


mention at this particular point what might satisfy an 
individual as being a good case might not satisfy a Court of 
Law because at that particular point of time I was feeling 

a bit skeptical about what Mr. Hume told me. 


Q MR. CLEMENT: Well, had he given you any 





particulars or details or just made a general statement? 





A Just made the statement. 
0) Yes? 
A And I inquired what was going to happen and he said it was 


going to be published in the Edmonton Journal. 
Without saying specifically what? 
A No, he didntt tell me what it was and I didntt ask at this 


case and I again asked him, I asked him at that particular 





time whether or not such a story had been cleared with his 


editors and he assured me that it had. 





He then went on and Mr. O'Dwyer was doing most of the 


talking. 





0 What was Mr. O'Dwyer talking about? 
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2-P-14 
E.H. Leger - Clement Ex. 


A He was discussing various companies, I think, such as Fort 
McMurray and, he suggested to me that if I had any 
information at all that now is the time to give it to Mr. 
Hume, this is the reason Mr.Hume was there to seek further 
information and to back up further evidence of wrongdoing 
by not only Mr. Hooke but other Ministers of the Crown. 

Q Well Mr. Leger, up to this point, was there nothing said 
about bringing Mr. Hooke to your place? 

A Not a thing at this point. 

Q Not a thing, very well. Neither by Mr. O'Dwyer or anyone 
else?at the meeting? 

A That is right. At this point I went back and I said to 


Mr. Hume, you realize that Mr. Hooke is an extremely sick 





man and he said he didn't realize this and I said he was an 





extremely sick man in my Opinion. 
Just a trifle louder if you don't mind Mr. Leger? 

A That he was an extremely sick man in my opinion and I said 
such a story might do him a great deal of harm physically 
and mentally. I further said to Mr. Hume, I said maybe, I 
said, and there was a bit of a conversation here and I think 
I elaborated a bit at this point, of the difficulty of 


establishing a case of bribery and, the word bribery had 





been used by Mr. Hume. 
In what connotation, how did that come up? 
A In this case of corruption against Mr. Hooke. 


Q Oh, a suggestion that he had evidence that would establish 





that Mr. Hooke had accepted bribes? 
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2-P-15 
E.H. Leger Clement Ex. 





A Yes, that is what I drew and this is what was stated. 

I think I dwelled a bit on this point on the difficulty 
of establishing this although my memory is quite vague at 
this point on this. I suggested to Mr. Hooke or, to Mr. 
Hume that possibly Mr. Hooke might have some explanation for 
whatever Mr. Hume had and I said, have you talked to Mr. 
Hooke and Mr. Hume told me that he had not, that he was 
unable to see Mr. Hooke because Mr. Hooke would not see 
him. 

Mr. O'Dwyer interjected about that time with a similar 
explanation that Mr. Hooke was not going to see Mr. Hume and 
about that time I said, well, if you really wanted to see 


Mr. Hooke I think I could arrange it, I amsure that he would 








come. 

Q Now just at this moment Mr. Leger, obviously you knew Mr. 
Hooke? 

A Oh yes, yes. 

0 Had you known him long? 

A Yes, I had known Mr. Hooke for a number of years, four or 


five years. 


Q What was your relationship with him, on a friendly footing, 





acquaintanceship footing or distant footing or what? 


A Well, an acquaintanceship footing, not unfriendly. 
8) Yes? 
A There was some discussion and whether or not this would be 


a good idea and it was the feeling by Mr. Hume that he would 


like to see Mr, Hooke and I again asked if this is really 
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2-P-16 
E.H. Leger ~ Clement Ex. 





A (cont.) what he wanted to do. I then went to the telephone 


in the office part and I phoned Mr. Hooke'’s home. 





Q What time of the day was this? | 

A This would be approximately four thirty. 

Q Yes? 

A Mrs. Hooke answered the phone and I spoke to Mrs. Hooke and 
I asked if I could speak to Mr. Hooke because I expected to 
find him at home. 

Q At that time of day? 

A Yes because I was under the impression that he was an ill 
man and was not at work. 

Oh, I see? 
And she told me he was at work and I said, well, it is a 
rather important matter and I dontt really want to call him 








at work, would you have him call me when he gets home and 
I gave her my phone number, I believe. Shortly after I 
went back to the kitchen and shortly after that the phone 


rang and I answered the phone again and it was Mr. Hooke. 
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2-M-1 
E. Leger - Clement Ex. 
A (Cont.) I told Mr. Hooke rather an important matter had 
come up and I thought that he should --- that was of interest 
to him, and I thought that he should arrange to meet with 
Some people who were at my place, and I did not tell him 
who the people were, and he came -- 
And he had phoned you --. | 
A I may be wrong at this point -- maybe I did not tell him 


that there were people at my place at this point. 


Q But in any event, where did you say he was phoning from? 

A I presume he was phoning from his office. 

Q Oh, yes; all right. 

A And he said that -- 

Q Now, his office, would of course be in the Legislative 
Building? 

A Les. 
And -- 


> 


The Highways Building is where his office was at that time 
-- I think it was, anyway. 


And his home is, of course, at Campbelltown? 





That's right. 


Or Sherwood Park as it is now known. 


> OO fF PO 


Yes. Without any further ado, Mr. Hooke said, "I will be 
there in a few minutes; I am just on my way home;" shortly 
after, within fifteen minutes -- I would say, or twenty 
minutes at the outside, Mr. Hooke arrived at the front office 
In the meantime I had told the people in the kitchenthat Mr. 


Hooke was on his way, and I forget -- I think it was Tom 
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2-M-2 
E. Leger -- Clement Ex. 
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(Cont.) O*Dwyer that suggested that possibly his car should 
be moved around because Alf would not likely come in if he 
saw his car there; and I forget whether I suggested that I 
thought it was a good idea or a bad idea -- I didn't think 
about it really. Anyhow, I don't know whether the car was 
moved or not. 

My wife told me that Mr. Hooke had 
arrived at the front office -- or I heard him come -- and I 
went to the front office and I took Mr. Hooke and I spoke 
to him -- and I took Mr. Hooke to my office in the basement 
off my rumpus room, in the basement of my residence, which 
is adjacent in part of the building of the office I kept --- 
In the office I told Mr. Hooke who was upstairs. I told Mr. 
Hooke that Mr. Hume had stated that he had a case of bribery 
against him, and that Mr. Hume had told me that he could not 
get in to see Mr. Hooke, and I had called Mr. Hooke for 
this reason. I also said to Mr. Hooke that; “If you don't 
want to --- if you don’t want to see these people you don't 
have to see any of them; you can go back out and as far as 
I am concerned you haven't been here,” Mr. Hooke asked 
me what it was about, and I said I didn’t know, Mr. Hume 
had not told me or no one had told me what the case of 
bribery was. He asked me what I thought he should do -- 
If I might just pause, in order to gather it up as we go 
along, Mr. Leger: evidence was given that in the period 
awaiting for Mr. Hooke's arrival that you had spoken about 


a cheque for $25,000.00 which you had in your possession, 
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2-M-3 


E. Leger -— Clement Ex. 

Q (Cont.) and which you stated was payable to Mr. Hooke and 
had been cashed by him -- 

A Mr. Solicitor, at no occasion, at no place, at no time did 

I ever make a statement that I had a cheque of such a 

nature in such an amount about Mr. Hooke, and did not make 

it at that time in the motel or at any other place to anyone, 

Did you ever have such a cheque? 

I never had such a cheque. 


Thank you. Would you proceed, then? 


= RO se RO 


And Mr. Hooke asked me what I thought he should do, and I 
said, "Well, I think it’s strictly a decision that you have 
to make." He asked me if I thought that there was any 
possibility of blackmail, and I said, "I don't think so." 


and I also added, I said, “I wouldn't be party to anything 





that was blackmail,™ and he said, "I know that." He asked 
me if I thought he should see his lawyer, and I suggested 
that he should not see his lawyer. I said, “If you decide 
to see anyone I suggest you only see Mr. Hume." fT said, 


"You can see him alone, if you so desire," and he indicated - 





or he said he would much rather that I would remain in the 


room, 

I then went upstairs and I called 
Mr. Hume down to the office. I made a preliminary remark 
that; "I guess you people know each other," and also that-- 
I think I said that: “Mr. Hume will be asking you some 


questions," and then I took no further part in any 


proceedings in the basement while Mr. Hume was there. 
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2-M-4 
E:. Leger = Clement Ex: 


You remained -- ? 


I remained in the room. 





















Q Yes. Then, would you give us your recollection of what 
happened after you told Mr. Hooke that Mr. Hume might "ask 
you some questions"? | 

Well, Mr. Hume questioned Mr. fisolté on a number of things --. 
I suppose you all sat down? 

Yes, we were all sitting down. 


Yes? 


SS TO - tO S 


Mr. Hume questioned Mr. Hooke about his relationship with 








Mr. Allard -- Dr. Allard; questioned Mr. -- Mr. Hooke 
regarding Mr. Hinman’s resignation and the causes behind it, 
and questioned Mr. Hooke about the Fort McMurray development 


and what part Mr. Hooke’s planning department had played 








in it3; questioned Mr. Hooke about a loan that Charlie Allard-+- 
Dr. Allard had received -- or his companies had received -- 
from enebcotbaty Branch; that Mr. Hooke was on the 

Treasury Branch Board. He questioned and he told Mr. Hooke 


that he -- the Edmonton Journal had hired a private 





detective and that he had evidence of acceptance of free 





accommodation in one of Mr. == Dr. Allard’s apartments in 
Victoria; and Mr. Hooke admitted that this had happened 
and that it had happened on more than one occasion; and 
Mr. Hume then asked Mr. Hooke if he thought there was 
anything wrong with this sort of thing, and Mr. Hooke said 
that he didn’t think that there was really anything wrong 


with it, because Dr. Allard was a long-standing friend, and 
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(Cont. ) also his family physician, and that because of his 
illnesses Dr. Allard would like to keep him available when 
he was on holidays and so on and so forth. 
Mr. Hooke at one point asked Mr.Hume 

if this was going to be published, and Mr. Hume said that 
he thought it was, but the final decision, of course, was 
up to his editor. 

| Mr. Hume at one point suggested 
that there was certainly something wrong when Mr. Hooke had 
some jurisdiction on granting a loan to Dr. Allard, and then 
getting free accommodation on holiday. Again, Mr. Hooke 
didntt feel there was anything wrong with this. 


He asked about something regarding 


Mr. Holowach -- I just forget the Minister or the member 
at that time, I believe -- and Mr. Hooke stated that he was 
unaware of any activities of any Minister -- he was unaware 


of anything that was wrong in the government, and Mr. Hooke 
-- regarding Mr. Hinman's resignation Mr. Hooke said he 
had no more idea what brought it about than what had been 
reported in the press. 

This is about the sum. total of 
Mr. -- of my recollection of the conversation, and after 
which Mr. Hume left the office and I remained with Mr. Hooke, 
and Mr. Hooke asked me if I thought there was anything wrong 
with him taking -- receiving free rent from -- at one of 
Mr. -- Dr. Allard’s apartments, and I was noncommital and I 
said I thought that possibly a bad interpretation could be 
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2-M-—6 
E. Leger - Clement Ex. 





A (Cont.) placed on it if it was published. I then 
escorted Mr. Hooke to his car, which he had parked on the 


east side of the motel building and -- 











Q Just so that we may have certainty, Mr. Leger ---- you did 
not come up and speak to Mr. Hume while Mr. Hooke was still 
down in the office? | | 

A No. 

That is to say, after Mr. Hume left he went upstairs? 

A He went upstairs and rejoined the other two gentlemen in 
the kitchen. 

0) Did they go before -- ? 

A No, they were still there. 

Q They were still there when you came up with Mr. Hooke? 

A When I came up with Mr. Hooke I didn't know whether or not 
they were still there or not. 

Q I see. 

A But when I came back from escorting Mr. Hooke to his car -- 
to his car -- then, when I came back they were still there. 

Q They were still in the kitchen? 

A They were still in the kitchen, yes. 

Q And did you have some talk with them then? 

A I had some talk with them, and Mr. Hume -- or was it Mr. 
O'Dwyer --- one of them asked me how Alf had taken this, 


and I said, "Well, certainly I think he feels very badly 
about the whole thing. Putting yourself in his position 
you would feel the same, and I would feel the same;" and 


there was some further conversation about the Treasury 
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(Cont.) Branches and the operations of the Treasury Branches 
and there again I do not have a precise recollection of 

what the conversation was, except that there was some 
suggestion -- I forget whether it came from Mr. O'Dwyer or 
from Mr. -- that Mr. Arnold had a substantial loan from 

the Treasury Branch and that -- | 

Well -- | 

This is the sort of conversation. 

Mr. Arnold isn't being investigated at this time. 

They then left, the three of them left together. 


Were there any further subsequent events related to this 


meeting? 
Well, after that, within -- I think it was two or three 
days later --- and, mind you, I fully expected to pick up 


the Edmonton Journal and read an account of Mr. Hooke's 
Staying rent free at Dr. Allard's apartment --- this was 
the impression that I then had when Mr. Hume left -- 
Furthermore, after that I had -- I had received a --- and 
reviewing the situation I was not too happy about all the 
events. I was a little unhappy at some of the suggestive 
remarks made by Mr. Hume to Mr. Hooke. Mr. Hooke was at 
that point my guest in my house, and he was to some extent 
under my --- and weighing it all up I wondered in my own mind 
whether or not there wasn't some degree of suggestion that 
maybe Mr. Hooke was intimidated. 

I also had been advised that the 


Mounted Police were on daily attendance at Mr. Hooke'ts home 
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2-M-8 
E. Leger - Clement Ex. 
- Gill Ex. 

A (Cont. ) at Sherwood Park, for a long session -- I didn't 
know;it was suggested to me that this was unusual -- and I 
wondered about this -- and so I phoned -- I phoned Mr. Hooke 
and I asked Mr. Hooke —— made a statement to the effect: 
"Fk guess that this thing has blown over, that the Journal 
is not going to publish anything, that nothing will be 
published;" and previously I had indicated to Mr. Hooke 
insofar as I was concerned, his meeting at my house was 
a confidential matter. | 

Q At what stage had you mentioned that, Mr. Leger? 

A Before we had left the -- 

Q Before he had left your house following the meeting? 

A That's right. 

Q Yes. Were there any other conversations you had with Mr. 
Hooke, beyond what you have already told us? 

A No, that was the sum total. 

Q Thank you. Would you answer my friends? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr... GiLb? 

MR. GILL EXAMINES WITNESS: 





Q Thank you, Mr. Commissioner. Mr. Leger, how long had you 
known Mr. James Hume before this incident? 

I didn't know him. 

You met him for the first time in your motel? 

Thatts right. 

And had you had a discussion that day with Mr. O'Dwyer? 

No sir. 


You had known Mr. O'Dwyer for some time? 
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2-M-9 
E: Leger — Gill Ex: 

















A Yes. 


And you were concerned about the matter of integrity in 


tO 


government, is that true? 
That is true. 
You were at this time an Alderman of the City of Edmonton? 


That is right. 


co FF OO PY 


And you had previously opposed an exchange of land between 


Mr. Hooke and the City of Edmonton? 


> 


That is correct. 





tO 


In connection with Ideal Homes, and you will be back 
concerning that, I believe, in this inquiry. Is that not so? 
I believe so. 

You have been informed to that effect? 


Yes sir. 


co Ff OO PF 


And, so, do you remember the day that you arrived at your 
home and found Mr. Grundberg, Mr. O'Dwyer and Mr. Hume in 
your -- was it kitchen? 

A I don’t know what day of the week it was -- no, I dontt 


recall what day it was. 





Q Can you relate it to any events that happened concerning 





Cabinet Ministers in the Province of Alberta? 
A Well, Mr. Hinman had been -- had been released from the 
Cabinet sometime previous to this. 
How far previous, do you know? 
Oh, a week or ten days -- I wouldntft say. 


This would put it in the summer of 1964, would it? 


— © id 


Thatts right. 
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But you don't remember the date? 
No, I don't. 

You didn't make any memorandum of this meeting? 
I made a short resume of the meeting, a few hours after it 
happened. 

I see. Where is that resume? 

(Witness hands document to counsel. ) 

I will leks bp with my learned friend, Mr. Commissioner, 
Mr. Clement, while I just continue -- in the interests of 
time. You mentioned that you telephoned Mr. Hooke's home. 
Is that correct? 

Yes. 

You knew his number? 

Yes --I think I had to look it up. 

I see; it would be a listed number at that time, was it? 
Xess 

And you knew Mrs. Hooke well enough to tell her who was 
calling? 

No, no, I didn't -- this was an assumption -- I think she 
mentioned that Mr. Hooke -- 

Did you leave your number for Mr. Hooke to call back? 
That is correct. 


And he called you back from where? 


I assume that he called from his office, because he said he 


was just in the process of leaving home -- leaving for home. 


And he drove up in his own car? 


Yes, I think so. 
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2-M-11 
E. Leger - Gill Ex. 


Would you recognize his car at that time? 

A No, I ordre: 

Q But someone was concerned that Mr. Hooke might recognize 
Mr. O'tDwyer'‘s car? 

A I think Mr. O'Dwyer raised this point. At that time it 
was well known that Mr. O'Dwyer was a very bitter and 


outspoken critic of the government at that time. 











Q To the point where a Cabinet Minister would recognize his 
car? 

A I dontt know, really. 

Q All right. Now, I don’t know the South Bend Motel -- you 
must forgive me, Mr. Leger -- but I take it you make your 
home there, do you? 

A That is right. 

Q And where is this motel located? 

A At 5130-103rd Street. 

Q Is it a one or two-storey motel? 

A It is a one-storey motel. 

Q And the office is on the ground floor? 

A The office is on the ground floor, and directly from the 
office you go into the living room, and from the living 
room directly to the basement, which is a full basement, 
with a rumpus room and small office of my own, plus the 
utility room and furnace room. 

And you arrived home and parked your car in the usual place? 

A Yes sir. 

Q And to your surprise you found Mr. O'Dwyer? 
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2-M-12 
E. Leger — Gill Ex. 





A No, I knew he was there because my wife had told me. 


Q She had phoned you? 


> 


Well, I had phoned home for some reason, not related to this 
at all. 

All of us do this from time to time. 

I was on my way home. 

tesee. 

And I phoned before I left -- 


So you knew there were four men there, or three? 


me OS oS 


At that time I didn't know. She had just said that there was 
Some men with Mr. O’Dwyer. 

And then you got home, approximately what time? 
It would be approximately four o’%clock. 
Approximately four o’clock? 

¥eEs% 

Not five? 

It may have been four-thirty. 

Certainly not after five? 

It wasn't after five. 

So, sometime between four and five? 

Sometime -- 

Probably about four o’clock? 


My recollections are that it would be shortly after four. 





cS Oo re © FP CO Fr CO PrP CO HY CO 


And you had no intimation that this meeting was going to 


take place? 


> 


None whatsoever. 


Q So you walked into your living room, or your kitchen, was 
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2-M-13 
By lesen Gill Bx. 



















Q (Cont...) it, and found these three people there? 

A They were in the kitchen. 

Q And what were they doing? 

A They were drinking coffee at that time. 

Q And what was Hume's purpose, did you take it, in being 
there? 

A Well, I think, mind you -- I think that Mr. Hume re there 
to endeavour to gather what information he felt that I 
might have of any wrongdoing in government. 

Q O'Dwyer had brought him there? 

A I assume that O’Dwyer had told him this, or brought him 
there and suggested it to him. 

Q Why would they bring Mr. Hume to your residence? 

A Well, I had from time to time had discussion with Mr. 
O'Dwyer, and Mr. O'Dwyer had @lled at my place on a number 
of occasions. At one or two times he had dropped off 
documents that would indicate may have had some bearing 
on the activities of the government. 

Q Documents such as -- ? 

A Oh, Land Title searches and whatnot, and so on and so forth. 

Q Involving what people? Hooke or Hinman? 

A I don’t recollect who was involved at that point -- Mr. Hooke 
-- although I believe that there was one Land Titles -- or, 
not Land Titles search -- but a document from --- indicating 
-- the Land Titles Office -- my memory is not clear on 


that. 
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2-B-1 
E. H. Leger — 6111 Ex. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


I see, did you make copies of these documents? 
I have some of them, copies made here, yes. 
Have you these documents with you? 
They are in my briefcase, 
At the ad iouennence Mr. Commissioner, I might like to look 
at these if I may, please. 
Bun Dstailivam a.little unclear, Mr. Leger; Mr. O*Dwyer 


felt there had been some type of corruption in Government? 





A Well, Mr. O*Dwyer I think assumed that I had, may have been 
talking to other people, may have received information from 
other people, which I think he assumed that I had. 

Q Well, why would he assume that? 

A Well, possibly from comments that had been made to him by 
people who had talked to me, or I may have done so myself 
at some previous discussion with him, 

Q Well, did you let it be known to O*Dwyer that you had say a 


twenty-five thousand dollar cheque implicating Mr. Hooke in 


bribery? 
A I had never said that to anyone at any time. 
Q Had you stated anything else to indicate that you had 





evidence or - 
A Yes, there was, there was, I didn’t tell O'Dwyer the details 


or I believe the name of this, I am not sure at this point, 





but I had mentioned at one previous time to O'Dwyer that 
I had been furnished some evidence to indicate that a man 
had been paying a bribe to the Treasury Branches for a loan 


and I, my recollections are, that I had mentioned that there 
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Leger - Gill Ex. 





(Cont.) were cheques available to substantuate this claim. 

I didn’t describe them and I don't think I named the man 
and I didn’t describe the transaction in any detail. I just 
somewhat casually mentioned this. 

Well, did it involve a Cabinet Minister? 

Well - 

Well "yes" or "no", surely? 

"Yes" or "no" is not really, eventually a Cabinet Minister 
dealt with the complaint. 

I see, was that Mr. Hooke or Mr. Hinman? 

Mr. Hinman. 

I see, we will save that for another place and another time. 
Did Mr. Hooke’s name come into this with your examination 
into corruption in Government before the meeting with Hume? 
Well, Mr. Hooke’s name had certainly been mentioned and I may 
have at times briefly discussed, and I must make it clear 
here that I rarely, and I make it a very great point not to 
do this, to go into details if I happen to mention anything 
to anyone, least of all Mr. O'Dwyer. 

Would you please speak up? 

But I may have, I may have mentioned some of the information 
that I had come across regarding Sherwood Park and which 
indicated to me that things were not all as they should be 
by Mr. Hooke in the operation of his position. 

His position as what, Mr. Leger? 


As Minister of Municipal Affairs. 





You were convinced then before the meeting with Hume that Mr. 
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Leger - Gill Ex. 





(Cont.) Hooke had been implicated in using his office for 
some other purpose? 

Yes, I think that that is a fair assumption, I think I had 
arrived at that conclusion. 

And based on what, Sherwood Park? 

Sherwood Park, his dealings with the City and Ideal Homes, 
and a previous meeting I had with Mr. Hooke. 

I will come to that previous meeting: you had met with him 
what, two weeks prior to the Hume meeting? 

One week. 

One week, but before Mr. Hinman’s dismissal from the 
Government? 

Yes, I had arrived at that conclusion that Mr. Hooke was not 
maintaining himself in his office in a standard which I would 
say should be maintained by a Cabinet Minister. 

By that you mean he was using his office for other purposes 
than the public good? 

Yes, I think that is a fair way of putting it, I had arrived 
at that conclusion that Mr. Hooke was using his office to 
some extent. 

So that you were a natural person for O'*Dwyer to bring Hume 
to because you had obviously let this be known, perhaps not 
specifically but generally, that you felt that Mr. Hooke was 
not using his office properly? 

I think that is fair. 


And you had talked to Hooke one week prior to this meeting? 


That’s right. 
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2-B=-4 
E. H. Leger - Gill Ex. 





Q Well, Mr. Hume spoke to you about his belief, is that 
correct? 

Mes. 

In your living room? 


My kitchen, 


co Fr DO FC 


In your kitchen, I am sorry, you are drinking coffee; you 
had some coffee too, did you? 

That’s right. 

So that you got Hume, O’Dwyer, yourself and this Grundberg? 
That's (right. 

And a reporter by the name of Corbett Locke was not there? 


No. 


oOo LF bw > to > 


I see, and what was the general tenor of Hume's statement 

against Hooke? 

A Well, Hume did not, did not before the, seeing Mr. Hooke tel 
me or indicate to me in any way, shape or form what the case 
of bribery that he had mentioned he had against Mr. Hooke, 

I didn’t know. 
Q But before you telephoned Mr. Hooke you knew that Mr. Hume 


felt he had evidence of bribery against Mr. Hooke? 








A Yes; yes. 
Q You didn’t know what that bribery was? 
A Etdid snot: 
Q But it was an allegation of bribery against a Cabinet 
Minister? 
A That's right. 
Q Namely Mr. Hooke? 
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2-B-5 
BE. H. Leger = Gill Ex. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


That's right. 





And by whom was the bribery, did Mr. Hume say? 

Mr. Hume did not say. 

You didn‘’t know when you called Mr. Hooke? 

I didn’t know, 

And in what connection, what was it for, what purpose? 
I didn’t know that either. 


I see. But you were prepared on the strength of that to 





call a Cabinet Minister to be confronted by this man Hume? 

A Well, I knew that Mr. Hume was a reporter in the Journal, 
I had read his article, or articles under his by-line, and 
when he assured me or told me that he was going to publish 
this, that the Journal was going to publish this, I thought 
at that point that it was of sufficient importance that he 
should see Mr. Hooke. Now, you may ask, when I had arrived 
at the conclusion that Mr. Hooke had been abusing his office 
and using his office for his own personal ends, why I would 
feel this way; but there again it goes back to my feeling 
about Mr. Hooke as a man whom I did not despise or in fact I 


liked Mr. Hooke personally, and I had every reason to believ 





that he was an extremely ill man, and I was reluctant, first 





of all, to have this published; and on the other hand I had 
at that particular point of time not made a decision about 
a matter involving Mr. Hooke’s relationship to the City of 
Edmonton. 


Q And affecting you as an Alderman? 





A And affecting me as an Alderman, I didn't really want the 
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2-B-6 
E. H. Leger - Gill Ex. 

A (Cont.) thing disturbed at this particular time. 

Q But you still called Mr. Hooke to face his accuser? 

A That’s right. 

Q And if it had resulted in Mr. Hooke’s resignation you would 


not have been surprised? 





MR. CLEMENT: What had resulted in his resignation? 

Q MR. GILL: This confrontation, you assumed that 
whatever Hooke said to Hume would be published? 

A Yes, I-did. 

Q This was not an off the record conversation? 

A No, I assumed it would be published. 

Q And it wasn’t going to be a confidential matter? 

A In fact, my recollections are that at one point Mr. Hume 
suggested to Mr. Hooke that he should resign because of 
this. 

Q In the meeting with you and Hooke and Hume were at? 

A Yes. 

0 And what was Hooke’s answer to that? 

A Well, he didn't feel that he had done anything wrong. 

Q I see. Well, at least you phoned and left a message for Mr. 
Hooke to call you? 

A That’s right, 

Q And he returned the call? 

A That’s right. 

Q You knew Mr. Hooke well enough that he would return this — 
to you? 





Yes, 





I thought he would. 
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E. H. Leger - Gill Ex. 
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Well, he had been previously asking you for a favor, hadn't 
he? 

That's right. 

And that favor concerned Ideal Homes? 

That's right. 

In fact he had approached you, had he not? 

That's right. 

And asked you to use your vote in City Council to clear the 
Ideal Homes land exchange? 

That's right. 

And you were to use your influence to assist him? 

That’s right. 

And what would Mr. Hooke do for you in return for that? 

Mr. Hooke suggested that he could help me politically by 
using his influence with the, with his party and his friends, 
and this really didn’t concern me; but also that he could do 
things for the City of Edmonton. 

Did he say he would help you personally? 

Yes. 

And in what capacity? 

Politically. 

Well, was he going to use his office or not? 

No, his supporters and Social Credit workers and - 

But you belong to another party, do you not? 


Yes, that's right. 





And Mr. Hooke in return for your getting this Ideal Homes 


land exchange through and you would vote for him on the City? 
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2-B-8 
E. H. Leger = Gill Ex. 





A Well, I think to be fair that that is not, that is not fair 
to Mr. Hooke, and that is not, this was, the offer was made 
to me but it was not made directly "If you will do this, I 


will do that.". 











Q But that was - 

A But it was there. 

Q That is what you took out of the meeting? 

A Yes. 

Q And this was sometime in July? 

A It was approximately a week before. 

Q Of 1964? 

A That's right. 

Q And Mr. Hooke telephoned you? 

A That's right. 

Q And where did this first meeting take place with Mr. Hooke? 

A The same place. 

Q At your motel? 

A That's right. 

Q You invited Mr. Hooke to come and see you? 

A No, he asked me if he could come out to see me. 

Q What time of day would this be? 

A About ten o’clock in the evening. 

Q And what time had he first phoned you saying if he could 
come and see you? 

A Shortly before ten. 

Q I see, and he drove to your motel? 


A That is right. 
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2-B-9 
Ee. H. Ueger —. Galt Ex. 


Had he been there before? 


A Nowsrir. 

Q I see, and how did this conversation go, Mr. Hooke told you 
what? 

A Well, Mr. Hooke, after the preliminaries and I introduced 


him to my wife, who was present, she was in the living room 
Q Would you speak up, sir, the reporter is - 
A After the preliminaries of introduction in which I intro- 
duced my wife who was in the living room, I went down to 
the same office in the basement part of the residence, and 


Mr. Hooke opened his remarks by saying that he had previousl 





with Mr. Holowach attended a political meeting in which I 
had spoken and that he was very pleased with my reasonable 
approach to the Hawrelak matters, and that I apparently 
didn't bear any ill will, and he felt, therefore, that I 
was the sort of a man he could come down and speak to 


frankly and with a degree of confidence. 








Q T11 will to whom, Mr. Leger? 

A Towards Mr. Hawrelak. 

Q IT see, and then what was said, Mrs. Leger has left by this 
time? 

A Yes, she was not present. Mr. Hooke went on then to tell me 
that, of his financial difficulties. 

Q Personal? 

A His personal financial difficulties, that he was in the 


process of becoming bankrupt and losing everything, that the 


Ideal Homes was, had cost him a great deal of money, and tha 
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(Cont.) he had pledged his salary as a Cabinet Minister for 
a bank loan to keep this thing from bankrupting him, and he 
was in the process of doing so. He described a transaction 
in which he had purchased some lots in England and later 
these were traded to the City and Mr. Hawrelak arranged a 
sale for these lots in which he didn't have to do anything, 
and in which I believe he made a twelve thousand dollar 
profit. He described this quite in detail. 

Did he describe some matter of getting money into England 

or out of England? 

Yes, Mr. Hooke told me that he had been over, that he had 
purchased this land from an estate in England while he was 
in England opening Alberta House, and that he had used funds 
that were allocated to him for personal expenses. 

I see, did he describe any difficulties with foreign exchange 
regulations? 

I asked him, I said "What about the foreign exchange 
regulations?", and he said that he knew that he, that this 
was involved, but the matter was not gone into. 

I see, was there any hint or discussion at this July 1964 
meeting that Mr. Hooke, of Mr. Hooke evading the foreign 
exchange regulations concerning this money? 

I don't think Mr. Hooke said that but I gained the impression 
that this is what he had, had happened. He mentioned this, 
that this was a hard problem, to get money out of —— at 
that time. 


Well, this all led up to him asking you to withdraw your 
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2-B-11 
E. H. Leger, — Gill Ex. 





Q (cont.) opposition to replotting the Ideal Homes land in 
the City of Edmonton? 

A Well, actually it was a transfer or an exchange of land 
owned by Ideal Homes for land owned by the City in the 
Buena Vista area. 

Q Why did he come to you, did he feel you were the main 
stumbling block? 

A Yes, Mr. Hooke told me he felt that I was the main stumbling 


block and that if I didn't oppose it or if I supported it 





that the rest of council would go along with it. 
Q I see, and what was his attitude, was he calm and collected 
during this conversation? 


A No, he was, he was highly emotional. He was obviously 





in an extremely nervous state. At one particular, he had 
described his heart condition and told me he had a serious 
heart condition, and was under constant doctor's care, and 
at one point when he was telling about his financial 
difficulties he broke down completely and he had what I 
suppose you would describe as a "fit", and I became 
extremely concerned and I asked him if I could call a doctor 


or an ambulance, and he said no, or he gasped "No", he said 





that if I had something to drink, so I went upstairs and got 





a drink for him. 
Q A drink of what, of water? 


A Of whisky. 





Q I see, had he ceased crying by this time? 


MR. CLEMENT: I dontt think the question should be 
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2-B-12 
E. H. Leger - Gill Ex. 




















MR. CLEMENT: (Cont.) put like that. 

Q MR. GILL: Well, I am trying to find out the 
atmosphere, Mr. Clement, and that is an unusual one you must 
admit. Perhaps the whisky had - 

MR. CLEMENT: Well, if the witness said that Mr. 
Hooke had been crying I missed it. 

Q MR. GILL: Oh, I think you did say, Mr. Leger, 
that Mr. Hooke broke down? 


A He broke down and he did cry. 








Q That is what I took. 

MR. CLEMENT: I am sorry. 

Q MR. GILL: Did this happen once or twice? 

A A couple of times. 

Q I see, but a drink of whisky brought him to a more normal 
att itude? 

A Yes, he recovered very quickly after that and carried on. 

Q I see. Well, did you feel that he really was in an 
extremely emotional and upset state? 

A At that time I certainly did. 

Q Have you reconsidered your views on this? 

A Yes sir. 

Q And what are your views now? 

A I started to reconsider my views at the, at the meeting 
between Mr. Hooke and Mr. Hume. 

Q Which followed a week later? 

A A week later, and Mr. Hooke stood up to a rather sever 





interrogation by Mr. Hume without batting an eye. 
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2-B-13 
E. H. Leger - Gill Ex. 















Q No tears? 

A He didntt become upset the way he had in my home previously. 

Q So what was your conclusion? 

A I concluded that Mr. Hooke was play acting a bit the first 
time. 

Q In your home? 

A Ges. 

Q Why was Mr. Hooke play acting did you think? 

A To win my sympathies. 

Q To win your sympathy? 

A Yes. 

Q So that you would withdraw your opposition to the Ideal 


Homes land exchange? 

A Well, he certainly did win my sympathy from me and I didntt 
withdraw my objection to the home, in fact after reviewing, 
after the second meeting I increased my opposition to it, 


but it gave me a great deal of trouble. 





Q I beg your pardon? 

A It gave me a great deal of trouble. 

Q Because of your sympathy that had been, had begun at that 
meeting? 

A Yes. 

Q I see. Mr. Commissioner, I am about to branch back into the 


second meeting and I wonder if before I do that — 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, if this is a good point to break 


we will adjourn then. 
(And the Hearing stood adjourned at 
11:10 A.M. and resumed at 11:30 A.M.) 


SUPREME COURT REPORTERS 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


— O —ñ — — — — Vb 




























.xa Iftd - + 


Samsot oh = 

.viaveive ig omod ym ai bal ed yew eft Joequ emooced t'mabib oH A 
Sanoteutonos 10eY esw testw 02 Q 

sett? edd tid s gnitos ~siq asw sd0oH .1M gadd bebutonos J A 
-omis 

Semod woy ol 

.aeY 

Sadnids voy bib ynitos yalq edooH .2M asw yAW 

.sotdtsqmyn Ya oiw of 

Tyd¢eqmya woy akw oT 


eo 


© > oo > © > © 


Isebl edt o¢ noktieogqqo woy wetbdtiw bluow uoy seas of 
Sepasdoxe basil aomoH 
¢tabkb I bas om mott ydesqmye yo aiw bib yinisii1eo ed .ifew A 
.poiweive: testis Jost nt ,omorn ons oF moksootdo ym watbdsiw 
.ti ot nottiacqqo ym beasetoni I gaiseoom bnooes edt s93Is 
.eiduois Yo Iseb teeTR 6 om Sysy FE sud 
fnobisq wwoy ged I Q 
.olduo1s to Iseb tse7tg.6 om sysg JI A 
tect 38 oayged bed .aved bed tads Ydiseqmye auox. to ↄsus ↄos 


ſtoat aoomn 


4 

— J 9 . * 
org, jute! ¢ oe 
7 >. 4 aut. : a —* 


2 
D—— — 
q - 7 





2848 





3-P-1 

E.H. Leger - Gill Ex. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Gill? 

MR. GILL: Thank you Mr. Commissioner. 


MR. GILL EXAMINES THE WITNESS: 

Q Mr. Leger, I am showing you a document dated July 30th, 
1964 which you have produced, consisting of four pages. 
In whose handwriting? 

A My handwriting. 

Q Now, you produced this earlier today and would you please 
turn to page four of that document and you will notice the 


last three lines "Wrote this two A.M. 31st July, 1967."? 














A That'ts an error. That's an error. 

Q When was that document in your hands written? 

A This particular document here was written the 3lst of July. 

Q Of what year Mr. Leger? 

A Actually this is a copy of notes that I had made at that 
time. 

Q I see, so this document was not made on the 30th of July’, 
1964? 

A It was not made on the 30th, the first document was. 

Q But I am talking about the document in your hand, you say you 
made this from notes? 

A That's right. 

Q And where are these notes? 

A I think they are at home yet, I am not sure. 

Q I see, when were the notes made? 

A At that time. 

Q Well I don't propose to examine on this at this moment. I 
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3-P-2 
E.H. Leger - Gill Ex. 





Q (cont. ) would be obliged Mr. Leger if you would bring to 
the Commission counsel for examination by him and by me and 
those counsel who wish to examine them, these notes? 


A Te widdmet 


tO 


Made, I take it, immediately after the meeting between your- 


self and Mr. Hooke and Mr. Hume? 











A This copy was made sometime after that. 

Q Was this made in July? 

A I think this one was made in July. 

Q Of 1967? 

A Yes. 

Q Now I am handing you a document. Would you look at that 
document of two pages which you have produced, dated the 
22 and 23rd of July, 1964. Now, in whose handwriting is 
that? 

A That is my handwriting. 

Q Now, when was that document of two pages prepared by you? 

A This was actually a copy of the original notes too. 

Q Again made in July of 1967? 

A Right. 

Q Thank you. I will return these documents to Commission 
counsel. 

MR. CLEMENT: Do you wish them marked for 
identification? 

MR. GILL: I haventt marked them for identifi- 


cation, we haven't bothered with that in these proceedings. 


I think if Mr. Leger brings his original notes Mr. Clement. 
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3-P-3 
E.H. Leger - Gill Ex. 





MR. Grepet-(cont.) Would that be satisfactory Mr. Commissioner? 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
Q MR. GILL: Now Mr. Leger, we have this meeting 


of, sometime in July of 1964 with Mr. Hooke, Mr. Hume and 


yourself? 


A That is right. 

Q Now, this took place where in your residence? 

A In the same basement room. 

Q This is an office, is it7 

A It is an office. 

Q Now, did you participate in the discussions between Mr. Hume 
and Mr. Hooke? 

A No, no I did not participate. 

Q Well if Mr. Hume says at page 2741 of his evidence yesterday 


in answer to a question by Mr. Clement, his answer to the 
question: 
" Well, I understand you were skeptical] that anything 
would be produced, but what had you been led to 
expect would occur, then?" 


This is Hume giving his evidence of what happened just 





before Mr. Hooke is produced. His answer: 


mt IT had been led to expect that Mr. Hooke was on his 





way to reveal, (a) the details of the Hinman 
resignation; the details of his past business 
affairs which had been surrounded by rumors for 
some time; and also other details from Cabinet 


Ministers, involving other Cabinet Ministers." 
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a 4 
E.H. Leger - Gill Ex. 


Q (cont. ) Next page, 2742 





tm .Q And you were led to expect this from Mr. 
O'Dwyer? 
A And from Mr. Leger. 
Q And from Mr. Leger. Go ahead? 
A When Mr. Leger said that Mr. Hooke was ready 
to talk I got up, all three, Mr. Grundberg, 


Mr. O'Dwyer and myself, got up to follow Mr. 





Leger; and Mr. Leger then announced that Mr. 
Hooke would only talk to Jim Hume of the 
Journal, and so I followed Mr. Leger down a 

set of basement steps into a small rumpus 

room, and there Mr. Hooke and myself greeted 
each other with our first names and we shook 
hands, and I sat down, as did Mr. Hooke, facing 
each other, and for a while there was no 
conversation at all. JI was waiting for Mr. 
Hooke to make the startling revelations and 

Mr, Hooke was obviously waiting for me to start 


asking some questions." 





Now, is that what happened? Mr. Leger? 





No that isn't, that isn't what happened. 
What did happen according to you? 
When I went up I said that Mr. Hooke would see Mr. Hume. 


Yes? 


> O F OO PF 


And I took Mr. Hume then down to the office and I made an 





opening remark to the effect that I understand you know each 
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322.5 
E. H. Leger = Gill Ex. 





A (cont. ) other and this obviously is true, they spoke to 
each other and the next remark I believe I made was the 
fact that Mr. Hume will be asking some questions of you. 
Well this -- 

And I had already discussed this with Mr. Hooke so then it 


carried on from there. 





e) Well did you give Mr. Hume the impression that Mr. Hooke 


would tell all? 

















A No. 

Q That it would be a confessional by Mr. Hooke? 

A No, I had no indication of this at all. 

Q Did you tell Mr, Hume that you held a cheque made out in 
Mr, Hookets favour for $25,000.00? 

A No I didsanot. 

Q When Mr. Hume says that on page 2740 of this Inquriy is he 
telling the truth? 

A He is not telling the truth. 

Q You are saying that Mr. Hume lied in his evidence? 

A Yes, if that is what he said. I did not say that. 

Q He goes on in that same page, 2740 he is asked by Mr. 
Clement ; 

u Mr. Hume, was this a cheque, in your understanding 
of that conversation -- was the cheque one which 
was to be given to Mr. Hooke or one which he had 
cashed? 

A It was a cancelled cheque, so described by Mr. 
Leger. 
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3-P-6 
E.H. Leger = Gill Ex. 


Q (cont. ) 





LA And did Mr. Leger indicate who drew the cheque? 
A No. This question was asked by me and he declined 
. to answer. He also declined to produce the 

cheque; so then I said, "Well, if you can produce 
Mr. Hooke, will you please do it, or we may as 
well all go on our way." he then left the room 
to make a phone call == 

Q This is Mr. Leger? 

A Mr. Leger then left the kitchen, --" 

Now, is that correct that you indicated there was a 


cancelled cheque in your possession? 





A That's not right. 

Q Is it wrong? 

A It's wrong. 

Q Did you give any intimation that you had information or 
knew about a cancelled cheque concerning Mr. Hooke? 

A I believe there was some discussion about some cancelled 
cheques and my recollections are that this was referring to 
the cheques that I knew were in existence regarding a pay off 








to the Treasury Branches but I said nothing like that to 
indicate it was Mr. Hooke's. 

Q Well, that leads back to what you say, I believe earlier, 
to Mr. Hinman? 


A I think this was conversation or part of this conversation 


did come up. 
SUPREME COURT REPORTERS J 


EDMONTON, ALBERTA 








Ssupedo edi wetb odw sssoibat +9391 .41M bib BnA 


bentiseb ef bas om vd bedas esw colveoup efadT A : 
adi soubo1rq of bentineb coals SH .18wans 09 2s 
souboiq aso woy 2t ,ifow" bisa l ners o8 jovpoerlo - 
es yom ow to ,tt ob seaselq voy Iliw ,sto0oH WM 
moot oft fiel asdd od *. yew two mo og Ifs Ilow 
-- 1150 snondq & sadam oF 
Ttegel .1M ak ardT 
".. gedotiol edt St6I nent t9g80t . 7M A 
sew stiedds betscibnat soy s8A49 Jost100 Jsa7 ai .wou 


*nokeeseeoq woy ot supers belisonso 


.ifgis ton et teAT 


fpnow gr al 


.pno tw eat st 


so gotjemioint bad voy 3st notdemijdnk yas Svig soy bid 


SsslooH .1M gainre9n00 stiperdo befisonso 6 duods wend 


bsfisonss Smoa tuods noieavuostb smoe Bsw eteds eveitfed I 


ot gniaieste7 sew atris Jens e716 enottoeliose? yar bas asupsro 


Yio yeq & golbisgs1 eonstetxs ot S18Ww wend I dent eeupero ond 


od jad? oAtil gatdton bise I —— ae 
ibaa e ——— bw 94 


+ 


43 


~ 


o> oO > 


A 


















2854 





— 
E.H. Leger —- Gill Ex. 





Q Why would that come up when you were discussing Mr. Hooke and 
his involvement? 

A My recollections are that Mr. O'Dwyer brought this up or 
brought cancelled cheques up and I believe that I, without 


going into details,stated that I knew there were in 











existence some cheques that were paid off to the Treasury 
Branch. 

Q Did you let it be thought by Mr. Hume that this concerned 
Mr. Hooke? 

A No. 

Was the figure of $25,000.00 mentioned? 

A There was not $25,000.00, I never mentioned the figure 
$25,000.00 tm anyone at anytime. 

Q That is your sworn testimony? 

A Thatis my sworn testimony. 

Q And you realize that contradicts Mr. Hume's sworn testimony? 

A Mes: 

0) Do you have an Affidavit by anyone concerning a cheque for 
$25,000.00 or any other cheque to Mr. Hooke? 

A No I dontt., 

Q Did you ever intimate this to anyone? 

A Not to my recollection. 

Q Were you ever shown a cheque payable to Mr. Hooke which 
could or could not be interpreted as some degree or bribery 
or pay off? 

A No. 
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3-P-8 
E.H. Leger — Gill Ex. 


1S “Se Os Pe Cy = tO 


Co Ss CO 





That is your sworn testimony? 

Yes. 

And did you or did anyone else arrange a tape recording of 
this meeting between yourself, Hume and Mr. Hooke? 

No. 

Have you ever heard anything said that there may be in 
existence a tape recording of this meeting? 

I have been asked the question but I never said there was. 
You have never said there was? 

No. 

And was there in fact? 


There was not so far as I know. 


So far as you know. Have you been interrogated by the 
R.C.M.P. concerning this meeting? 
No. 


NOG aceeaLie 

NOU atedLe. 

Well, were you indignant at Mr. Hume's approach to Mr. 
Hooke? 

Not really indignant, I was, at one point, Il recollect I 
was a bit concerned with Mr. Hume's questioning, which were 
not questions, they were more accusations. I was a Little 
concerned and mind you, that goes back to the fact that I 
at that time thought that Mr. Hooke was a very sick man, 

a sick man. 

This is the sympathy engendered by the meeting of the week 


previously, is that correct? 
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Spe 7 Oo 
E.H. Leger - Gill Ex. 


A 


That is right. 


tO 


And had you changed your mind about the position on the 
Buena Vista exchange of land with Ideal Homes? 

At that time? 

At that time? 

No. 


Now Mr. Hume mentioned Dr. Allard, did he? 





That. 1s. .ric¢ht,. 
In this meeting with Hooke and yourself? 
Vege 


Ard in what connection? 


SO tO 


He brought up the fact that he had evidence gathered by a 





private detective that Mr. Hooke had stayed in Mr. Allardts 





apartment in Victoria and Mr. Hooke admitted this was true 
and also that there was more than one occasion. I don'ft 


remember whether there was two or three. 





Q Did the names of North West Trust Company or Charter 
Investment or any of these companies come up? 
A Paris Investments came up. 


0) In what connection? I am dealing now with that meeting 





between you, Hooke and Hume? 

A Paris Investment came up because Mr. Hume asked Mr. Hooke 
about the loan to Paris Investment. He suggested that this 
was — when a Cabinet Minister was in a position of making 
decisions on loans to Paris Investment then accepting free 
rent, this was wrong. 


Q And what was Mr. Hookets reply to this? 
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3-P-10 
E.H. Leger - Gill Ex. 





A Mr. Hookets reply was that this was a Cabinet decision or, 
a decision of the Treasury Branch. 

Q And what about Fort McMurray and Dr. Allardts involvement 
there, was that brought up at this same meeting? 

A Yes, that was brought up too. 
In what connection? 

A Mr. Hume asked Mr. Hooke about the plans of Fort McMurray 


and also, I believe that the loan, I think the figure of 





$1,500,000.00, a million and a half, was mentioned being 
loaned for this development. I am not sure if Paris 
Investments or Fort McMurray Development. 

That was discussed? 

But it was discussed. 

By Mr. Hume? 

Mr. Hume asked Mr. Hooke about it. 

Well, it was an interrogation by Mr. Hume of Mr. Hooke? 
That is right. 


And you took no part of it? 





> © f= Oo fF CO F LC 


I took absolutely no part of it other than the opening 


remarks. 





Q I see. Did you say to Mr. Hume and I am reading from page 


2742 of the transcript of October 26, Mr. Hume stated, at th 





bottom of the page: 
9 My opening question was, to Mr. Hooke was "I under- 


stand you have something to tell me about the 





activities of d@her Cabinet Ministers?" 


Did you hear that question asked Mr. Leger? 
SUPREME COURT REPORTERS 


EOMONTON, ALBERTA 





eT — — 



















aa c 


.10 motatoeb sgentds) 6 eaw eataAs 36ds asw — at oilooH .4M “A 
.donerd yrasetT oft to aotetosb 6 
tneasviovnai ea'tbrsl{LA .210 bons yea1uMoM 3107 Suods Jernw bad Q 
Sanijveom omse aids 38 qu sriguo1id gsedt aaw ,s168ds 

.oot qu triguoid asw sedd .asY A | 

fnoitoennoo 36dw al 
ye11uMoM tuol lo ensiq sit tuods svooH .4M beslas emuH .1M A 
to suvgii edt Anidt I .nsol eds teds oveilfed I .ovis bas ‘ 

giisd bonotsjnom esw ,tfsd 6 bas motifin & .00.000,002.f2 
airs] ti ome ton mp I .tnemgoleveb eitds to3 bensol 
.dasmooleved ysia118MoM t101 10 etnomseoval 
Tbseauoetb asw JecdT 
-beaavoatb asw si Jud 
TomH .1M ya 
.ti suode esooH .2M beilas smH .2M 
Sed00H .1M to smuH .2M yd notdsyotresdnt os asw Sit Liew 
.tdgia et teriT 
Sat Yo I1sq on Joost voy baA 
patnasqo 9 dt ast at9rdo ti to Jasq on Ylestuloads aoos I 
olasmet 
egsq mor? gatbser ms I bas emsH .aM oF yBe woy BLA eda I 
oto $6 .bodete omuH .aM ,dS tedos90 to sqtadenbad sty Ro! SI 
é ving a ~ Leaman age 


> © fF Bo Ff Be YY 


ws * nee * 


—* 


J * 
_ 
Pe sth 
7 ; ; 











3-P-11 
E.H. Leger - Gill Ex. 


2858 





A It wasn't asked. There was something asked about Mr. 


Hinman's activities but it wasn't asked in that manner. 


Q Then he goes on in his answer at page 2742 


" And Mr. Leger, speaking for the first and only 


time during this basement conversation, interrupted 


to say "I didn't say he would, I said maybe he 


could." 


Did you make that statement? 


A What was that again? 
Q Mr. Hume is testifying in this Commission that 
9 Mr. Leger, speaking for the first and only time 
during this basement conversation --" between 
Hume and Hooke And you were present, "-- interrupted 


to say "I didn't say he would, I said maybe he 


could." 


This is in regard to Mr. Hooke telling all. 


MR. CLEMENT: 


Q MR. GILL: 


just see it. 
will see Mr. 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


MR. GILL: 


A No, I dontt recollect. 


Q MR. GILL: 


Perhaps he ghould read it. 

I will hand you the page and you can 
I am handing the witness volume 26 and you 
Clement's question starting there. 

Page? 


Page 2742, thank you. 


You are reading what I have just read 





to you? 
A I don't recollect it. 
Q And Mr. Hume goes on and says he then detected the first 
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(cont. ) subtle change in your attitude. Did your attitude 
change at all? 

I dontt think so, no. 

Well I got the impression that Mr. Hume's evidence dealt 
yesterday with the fact that you and Mr. O'Dwyer felt that 
Mr. Hooke would confess all at this meeting. Now, did you 
give Mr. Hume that impression or not? 


No, Mr. Hume could not have obtained that impression because 


Why? I notice you are giving very serious consideration to 
your answer. 

I am trying to recollect whether or not at the initial 
outset, my conversation with Mr. Hume and, I was thinking of 
the meeting which previously had been -- in which I didn't 
mention but which was on my mind and Mr. Hooke had described 
the Capilano exchange and how he had got the money or how 
the money had been transferred to him to pay for it and 1 
think that I did make a statement to this effect that some- 
times people are involved in wrongdoing, they do get a 
compulsion to confess but that is my only recollection of 
anything that was suggested. 

You said that to Mr. Hume? 

I said that in the kitchen. 


Around the coffee table? 


Yes. 
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Leger — Gill Ex. 


So it must have been for a confessional that Mr. Hooke was 
invited and that Mr. Hume was there? 

No, I don't -- I don’t think -- I certainly didn't think, 
and I don’t think that anyone could have gathered the 
impression that Mr. Hooke was going to confess to anything, 
but Mr. Hume did want to ask Mr. Hooke some questions. 

Do you think that Mr. Hooke was entitled to feel that he 
was enticed to your home by a devious process? 

No, I don't. 

Do you think that Mr. Hooke was pressured to divulge 
information? 

Well, other than -- no, I don’t think so, no. 

Information that would be damaging to himself or his 
colleagues? 

Well, he was certainly questioned about it by Mr. Hume. 
And you sat by? 

I sat by and took no part whatsoever. 

Do you think that Mr. Hooke was duped to attend your home? 
No. 

You asked him there for what purpose? 

IT asked him there for the purpose of --- I considered at 
that particular time, and I have to relate my feelings at 


that time -- I was concerned about Mr. Hooke's health -- 


I had every reason to believe that he was in serious health-- 


had a serious health problem, and I really hadn't made a 
decision at that point what I was going to do about the 
Ideal Homes situation in Edmonton. 
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E. Leger - Gill Ex. 


tO 


St eh ES Se he ee eet oe 





2861 


Did you disclose to Mr. O*Dwyer or Mr. Hume that Mr. Hoo 
had been in your home a week previously? 

No, I did not. 

Or that he had been anxiously trying to persuade you to 
lend your assistance to remove this stumbling block to 
Ideal Homes? Your answer is -- ? 

No, T däd not, 

Then, after Mr. Hume had finished questioning Mr. Hooke, 
did you have a drink together? 

You mean a drink of coffee? 

No, I wasn't thinking of that. 

No. 

A drink of whiskey. You had previously given Mr. Hooke — 
Oh, you mean at the first meeting? 

No, the second meeting. 

No, Mr. Hooke didn’t have a drink at the second meeting. 
And he left then? 

Hes lei te 

You escorted him to his car? 


To his car, 





ke 


And was there any talk of anything that had gone on in that 


room? 


Yes, he, he had -- on the way to the car he was obviously 


a bit concerned about the follow-up press reaction that he 


expected to have. He asked me if I had made a decision on 


the Ideal Homes, by giving that any further thought, and 
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3-M—3 
E. Leger:—- Gill Ex. 


A (Cont.) opinion but I wouldn't likely change my mind in 
my opposition to it. 


Q What was Mr. Hooke’s attitude to that statement? 


A He appeared, and gave the impression of being a bit 
annoyed.» 
Q Well, had you let Mr. Hooke think that you were calling him 


to your home to discuss this matter of the Ideal Homes? 
No, I never mentioned the Ideal Homes, on the phone. 
But he was upset that you hadn't changed your mind? 
This was the impression I got, yes. 


Was he angry? 


> O fF CO PF 


Not angry, but obviously upset -- it obviously meant a 

great deal to him. 

Q And what do you say his demeanor was during the course of 
the interview with Mr. Hume, at which you were present? 

If Mr. Hume uses the words "pale" or "tense" or "nervous" 
would this be correct? 

A Well, I think that Mr. Hooke was under some strain, but I -- 
I rather marvelled at his self-control under very -- I 
shouldn't say "very" -— it’s maybe too harsh a word -- but 
under quite hard questioning by Mr. Hume; and, mind you, 
I was relating Mr. Hooke’s attitude at this meeting to the 
meeting in which he had previously had with me, and I 
marvelled at that time at his self-control and -- 

So he appeared to know what he was doing? 
A _ He definitely knew what he was doing. 
Q And I think you told us earlier that you then came to the 
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3-M-4 
E. Leger :— Gill Ex. 
- Bowen Ex. 


Q (Cont.) conclusion at the earlier meeting he had been 


play-acting with you? 


A Yes, I arrived at this conclusion. 
Q Thank you. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Bowen? 


MR. BOWEN EXAMINES WITNESS; 
Q Mr. Leger, I think it would be fair to describe you as a 


champion of honest government in this city; is that 


correct? 
A I don’t think that I should assume that mantle. 
Q All right, in any event, sir, it was your efforts that -- 


and your investigations in city affairs, that finally led 


to the Porter Commission; is this correct? 


A I --yes. 

Q Mainly yours, and this fact was known throughout the city? 

A Yes? 

Q And as a result of this success that you had in that respect, 
did you from time to time after that receive rumors and 
hints of wrongdoing in other parts of government? 

A Frequently. 

Q Frequently. From other people. They knew that you were 
interested in seeing that government was honest. 

A Thatts right. 

Q All right; and before 1964 had you received indications 
from citizens of wrongdoing in the Social Credit Government? 

A Yes. 

Q And had you acted or investigated any of these indications? 
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. — - Bowen Ex. 

A Not really, no. 

Q Why not? 

A Didn't have the time. 

Q That's a good enough reason. Did you, prior to 1964, 
receive indications of wrongdoing on the part of Mr. Hooke 
from anyone? 

A Earlier than that I had -- I had come across, made a 
casual examination of the Sherwood Park setup. 

Had you done this yourself, Mr. Leger? 

A I think somebody else had done most of the research in the 
Land Titles Office, and handed me the documents. 

And what conclusion, if any, did you draw from that, sir? 

A I arrived at the conclusion that --- from what I had --- 
that there had to be some influence at work. It would not 
be normal to have this established against the Planning 
recommendations, and =- 

0) But I take it, sir, that through lack of time personally 
you were unable to pursue this further on your own? 

A That -- that is correct. 

Now, how long have you known Tom O'Dwyer? 

A Well, I met Tom O'Dwyer during the initial probings I was 
making into the city’s affairs in 1958. 

Q And he is no longer in the City of Edmonton, I understand? 

A Tae 

Q Now, you Know him pretty well? 

A Yési4L.did. 

Q 





You had many associations of one form or another with him? 
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3-M-6 


E. Leger - Bowen Ex. 


A I had no associations with Tom O'Dwyer. 
Friendship? 


But I listened to a great deal of conversation from Tom 








O'*Dwyer. 

Q Would it be fair to say that Mr. O'Dwyer was fond of making 
wild charges? 

A I would say that Tom O'Dwyer had a tendency, sometimes, to 
exaggerate. 

0) This is right. His conversation was extremely rapid and 
loud, was it not? Ordinarily? 

A Well that maybe is a bit unfair -- 

Q Well now, come, Mr. Leger: both you and I know Mr. O'Dwyer, 
and I am trying to describe him as well as I can to you. 

A Well, at times he did get carried away a bit. 

Q Yes, and at times his conversation would be almost a shouting 

A At times. I -- 

Q And at times he would tend to monopolize the conversation? 

A A good deal of the time, yes. 

Q And a good deal of the time his conversation was studded 
with profanity? 

MR. DOWDING: Excuse me; I am just wondering if 








it is fair to do this to a man who is not here; unless 
there is some purpose to this other than a personal vendetta 
that maybe Mr. Bowen has with Mr. O'Dwyer. I have noticed 
twice that he has taken a very personal eine in this, and 

we have been trying to protect people who are not here. 


We all agreed in the statement that was made recently that 
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E. Leger — Bowen Ex. 





MR. DOWDING;: (Cont.) we wouldn’t refer to anybody about Mr. 


Anderson -- and now we are doing this. I find it 
extraordinary. 
MR. BOWEN: I will tell you my purpose, my Lord: 


there is. evidence in front of us this morning to show -- 
in fact Mr. Leger has said Mr. Hume has lied. My purpose 
in doing this will become clear by showing, I hope, that 
one half-hour with Mr. O'Dwyer would confuse anybody -- 


e 


THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead. 





MR. BOWEN: That is my purpose, sir, and my 


only purpose. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead. 

MR. BOWEN: If I may proceed -- 

THE COMMISSTONER =: Cannyiion . 

MR. BOWEN: I would like to make it clear that 


I have no personal vendetta with Mr. O'Dwyer, as alleged 
by my learned friend. 

MR. DOWDING: I just wondered. 

Q MR. BOWEN: Well, now, he is a very excitable 
person, is he not? 

A At times that is true. 


Q What I'm getting at is this, Mr. Leger; where two or three 





people are in conversation in a room with Mr. O'Dwyer 





present, it's pretty tough to try and sort out what did 
happen, is it not? 
A Well, Mr. O'Dwyer, I will admit, is rather addicted to 


incessive talk -- a great deal of talking. 
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E. Leger - Bowen Ex. 
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Right, and this, of course, happened in your motel on the 
day in question? 

Yes. 

So that Mr. Hume could be mistaken that it was you who 
said $25,000.00? 

Mr. Hume -- Mr. Hume is mistaken. 

All right; but this mistake could be by reason of Mr. 
O’DBwyer’s incessant talk? 

Well, I think you must remember that I -- I don’t really 
know what all the conversation was, because --- not only 
had I been to the telephone at least twice to contact Mr. 
Hooke, but I also went to the telephone switchboard, which 
is outside the room completely, a number o& times, to take 
calls that were coming and going from the motel, so I 
wasn't continuously at the --. 

Right, sir. Now, in previous discussions with Mr. O*Dwyer, 
and also in discussion this day in the motel, did Mr. O'Dwyer 
tend to make allegations against the government in general, 
including the Premier and other Cabinet Ministers? 

Well, Mr. O'Dwyer is certainly a fanatic opponent of the 
government. 

He hated the government, didn‘t he? 

That's right. 

Do you know why? 

No, I don't. 

All right. I think you told us -- and I'm taking you back 
now to your first meeting with Mr. Hooke in your motel -- 
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3-M-9 
E. Leger — Bowen Ex. 


Q (Cont.) I think you told us that he had said he could do 
things for you politically if you acquiesced in his request 
on this Buena Vista land; is this right? 

A Well, to be fair to Mr. Hooke I don’t think that -- Mr. 
Hooke told me that he admired my stand on many issues, and 
that he could do things for me politically, such as assist 
me with help from his organization and his supporters, and 
also that he could do things for the City of Edmonton. 

0) All right, just for the moment, now, that he could help you 
politically -- this conversation took place within the 
same general conversation in which he requested you to help 
with the land? | 


A That is correct. 


tO 


Now, were you -- you were in the Civic Government at that 
time, sir? 

That's right. 

Was that the year that you ran for mayor? 

No, no -- there was an election coming up, though, in October 
I see. You had run for mayor previously? 


That’s right. 


or fF & F- > Ff 


Did he give you an indication that he would assist in your 
municipal political aspirations? 

Yes, 

It was nothing to do with the provincial -- 


No. 


J————— 


-- political scene. How was he going to do this, did he 


indicate? 
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3-M-10 
E. Leger - Bowen Ex. 


A Well, he was going to have his supporters and his party 
assist me -- is how he put it. At this point -- and he also 


said that he could do things for the government. 


0 For the Civic Government? 
A The Civic Government. 
Q I was just coming to that. What was he going to do for the 


Civic Government? 

A Mr. Hooke was extremely emotional at this meeting, and at 
this point I stopped Mr. Hooke and I told Mr. Hooke that 
this was an area in which I did not want to tread that I 
didn't want to -- that I -- I would be prepared to listen to 
his request on Ideal Homes, but not on the basis of what 
was —— 

Q So, was there no further detail as to what he proposed to 


do for the city? 


A No. 
Q And he was Minister of Municipal Affairs at that time? 
A That's right. 
Q I suppose as an Alderman, Mr. Leger, you get quite a bit 
of lobbying, do you not? 
A Yes, yes. 
Have you talked to Mr. Hooke since July of 1964? 
A I saw Mr. Hooke at the meeting of the mayors and ministers -- 


no, after the meeting of 164 the next time I saw Mr. Hooke -- 
I saw him oh, on a number of occasions, but never carried on 


other than passing on the weather, sort of thing, 


conversation. 
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3-M-11 
E. Leger —- Bowen Ex, 
- Crawford Ex. 























Q Was there ever any further discussion between you regarding 
a meeting in your home? 

A Other than my telephone conversation with him a few days 
after the meeting, in which I said: "It looks like the 


Journal is not going to publish a story, and that everything 





is blowing over." 

And that is the only further reference there was between you? 
A That's right. 
Q Have you done any further work investigating this matter 


Since 1964? 





A Other than gathering up some information from the City files 
regarding the Capilano Exchange and --- not really. 

Q When did you do this gathering up of some City files, sir? 

A That was after the -- after the meeting in July of '64. 

Q Did you do any investigative work or anything to do with 


this matter at all in February or March of this year? 


A This is before the election? 
M-hm. 
A Well, I didn't do very much personally, but other people 


did, and I may have given them some of the information that 


they could investigate, and leads to investigate, but I 





didn’t do anything personally, no. 





Q Thank you, sir. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Crawford? 


MR. CRAWFORD EXAMINES WITNESS: 





Q Just one or two matters, Mr. Commissioner: Mr. Leger. 1 


have heard a reference before to there being a tape 
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3-M-12 
E. Leger - Crawford Ex. 


















Q (Cont.) recorder at the meeting at your motel, and I think 
you answered one question in that respect to Mr. Gill this 

morning. To your knowledge was there a tape recorder there? 
No. 

There was not? 


Not to my knowledge. 


O> FOO OE 


Do you know for a fact that Mr. Hume did not have a tape 

recorder with him? 

A I don't know -- I don't know. I think it is conceivable -- 
possible if not probable -- but I think it is conceivable 
that there could have been a tape recorder in the room. 
These people had been there for some time before I arrived, 
and I suppose if there was one they could have recovered it 
after -- I have heard the same thing, and I have been asked, 
and I have told them that they -- that there was no recorder 
when I was there. | 

Q Do you know Mr. Hume well enough to know his practice in 
interviewing people, to the extent of whether or not he 
uses or has ever used tape recorders? 

A I don't know that at all. 


Q And even though your wife was at home, your view is that 





it would have been possible for Mr. Hume or Mr. O'Dwyer 





or Mr. Grundberg to "bug" your place? 

MR. G.A.C.STEER: Conceivable. 

A Well, I think it is possible, but I don't really think it 
happened. 


Q MR. CRAWFORD: You dontt think it happened. 
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3-M-13 
E. Legef — Crawford Ex. 
-~ Dowding Ex. 


A I don’t really think it happened. I have heard this 
rumor myself, but I don’t really think -- I think this is -- 
it’s just a rumor that got started somehow, and somehow 


carried forth, to become something else. 


Q Do you own a tape recorder? 

A No, I don't. 

Q What was Mr. Grundberg's purpose in being there at all? 

A I don't know, except that at that time Mr. Grundberg was 
a reporter for a TV --CFRN-TV, and my recollections are that 
he did not say anything at any time while the -- they were 
there. I don’t have any recollections of him saying 
anything. 

QO Thank you, Mr. Leger, that’s all. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Dowding? 


MR. DOWDING EXAMINES WITNESS: 

Q Mr. Leger, do you know if Mr. Grundberg carried any suitcase 
or box or equipment with him, as a radio and television man? 

A Well, I didn't notice any, no. 

Q Now, with respect to your conversation with Mr. Hooke, 
around the 22nd or 23rd of July, 1964, when you say he 
telephoned to you, and wanted to come and see you at ten 
ofclock at night, do you recall that? 

A That is right. 

Q Now, on that occasion, he ws there discussing with you the 
problem of your obstruction of his plans for Ideal Homes, 


and the exchange of land of Buena Vista? 


A That's right. 
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E. Leger - Dowding Ex. 
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And did he not indicate to you that you were the 





only thing 


that stood between him and the council on this question? 


Yes, he stated that -- in fact, at one point I asked Mr. 


Hooke if he had seen some of the other members of council, 


and he replied that he considered that I was the 


stumbling block. 


main 


And that if he could influence your mind on the subject, 


that he might be able to go ahead with his plans before 


council? Did he say that -- or words to that effect? 


Well, Mr. Hooke asked, in fact, begged if I would reconsider 


my decision and support his application. 

And I think he said after that, did he not, that 
use his influence, if you would do this for him? 
No, this, I believe, was said before. 

Oh, I see. 

Before. 

But it was at any rate said sometime during that 
That's right. 

Were you -— have you run in provincial elections 
That's right. 

How many times? 

Twice: once in '63, the spring of '63, and last 
Last May? 


Last May. 


he could 


exchange? 


at. all? 


spring. 


And did you run in the interests of the Liberal Party? 


That's right. 


And did Mr. Hooke know that you were a Liberal prior to this 
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E. Leger —- Dowding Ex. 
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(Cont.) interview in May of '64? 
Yes. 

T'm sorry -- in July of °64? 

64, 

And you had indeed run under the Liberal banner at that 
time prior to that interview, and you had run in '63? 
That's right. 

And despite the fact that you were running under a 
different political banner, you suggest, or state that he 
was prepared to have his supporters and his organization, 
and the Social Credit League support you? Do you say that 
is correct? 

That's right, civically. 

And was this in reference to your campaigning in a civic 
election that was coming up? 

Yes. 

When was the election Coming up? 

October of '64. 

Do you pay the expenses of your own political campaigns in 
the civic field? 

Yes. 

And would you have benefitted from any assistance you could 
get from him in regard to organization and support? 

A great deal, I would guess. 

And did he indicate that his support would be substantial 
in winning you a seat? 


No, no. 
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3-M-16 
E. Leger ~ Dowding Ex. 








Q He just said that he would lend you supporters and some 
organization? 

A He went to this point of Saying that he would use his 
influence, that he would have his supporters in his party 


Support me, and he also added that he would do things for 


the City of Edmonton; and at this point I stopped Mr. Hooke 


Sand said: "I do not want to discuss this -- I dontt want 
to tread on this -- into this ground ---" or words to this 
effect. 

Q Now, at any time while you were on Council did you receive 


a long letter or statement from Mr. Hooke about the situation 
of Ideal Homes and its history of its problems in rezoning 


and land exchange? 





A Yes. 

Q Was that presented to the Council? 

A Yes. 

0) And you read it? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you recall when that would have been? 

A Oh, this was after the meeting -- I think it was a month or 
So later, 

Q I see. Now, on this occasion on the 22nd or 23rd of July, 





1964, when he came to you about this problem of Ideal 
Homes and the land exchange, did he state to you that while 
in England, after the war, when he was setting up Alberta 


House, he had $1,500.00 left over from expenses, which he 


had put into his personal account and bought the land which 
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3-M-17 
E. Leger —- Dowding Ex. 





















Q (Cont.) was -- consisted of these thirty lots. Did he tell 
you that? 

A Yes. 

Q And did he indicate to you that the money that he had 
left over was the expense money that the government had 
furnished him with to go to England to open Alberta House? 

A No, I don’t think he said it was -- I gathered it was, but 
I don't think he made the flat statement that it was 
government money. 

Q Well, he did say he had $1,500.00 left over? 

A Yes. 

0 From expenses? 

A Yes, that’s right, expense money. 

Q Was he over there or did he indicate he was over there at 
Government behest? 

A Yes, he was opening Alberta House. 

Q And he was there on official business; is that right? 

A Yes, I gathered that. 

Q And the expenses to which he referred were the expense 
money with which he had been furnished; isn't that what 
you took from his statement? 

A That’s what I assumed, yes. 

Q And it follows, does it not, that he was -- that you thought 
he was referring to Government money he had been furnished 
with to go over and officially open Alberta House? 

A That's what I gathered. 
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Leger - Dowding Ex. 





Now, were you present on any occasion when a person made out 
an Affidavit in front of a Notary Public or a Commissioner 
with respect to Mr. Hooke? 

I don’t remember it, I don’t recollect it. 

Well, roy. Mr. Leger, if such a thing happened you would 
remember appearing with somebody before a Notary Public in 
relation to an Affidavit or a Declaration with respect to 
Mr. Hooke, wouldn't you remember that, there shouldn't be 
any confusion. 

I have no memory of it at all. 

I see. Do you recall ever showing anything in the way of 
an Affidavit sworn by somebody to anybody in relation to 
Mr. Hooke? 

Not in relationship to Mr. Hooke, no. 

In relation to something else? 

Lec. 

What was that? 

That was the statement by the party who had been making 
payments of bribes to the Treasury Branches. 

Oh, I see. Now, do you know the name Mr. Hashman? 

Yes. 

Do you recall anything in regard to Mr. Hashman, or any 
documents relating to Mr. Hashman that you have seen? 

I have a vague recollection that Mr. O’Dwyer showed me a 


document one time pertaining to Mr. Hashman. 





And do you recall whether that was an Affidavit? 


I don’t recall any of the details of it or whether or not 
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3=-B=-2 
E. H. Leger - Dowding Ex. 
A (Cont.) it was an Affidavit or not, he didn’t leave it with 


ey eS (SS) 





me and I didn’t examine it, he just waved it to me. 

I see. On the occasion that you arrived home and found 
these men at your home I think you said your wife had phoned 
you that some men were there waiting for you, is that right? 
That's right. 

Did she indicate what men were waiting? 

She told me it was Tom O'Dwyer and a couple of men, she 
didn’t know who they were. 

And where were you at the time that you talked to your wife 
on the phone? 

I think I was at the City Hall. 

Yes. Now, had you had any conversation on the telephone 
with Tom O'Dwyer immediately prior to this during the day? 
None whatsoever, 

Or the day before? 

None whatsoever. 

Did you make any attempt to get in touch with the Journal 

at any time prior to that with respect to Mr. Hooke? 

No, I never did. 

And this was all a surprise to you, this meeting? 

It was a surprise to me, yes, it was a surprise. 

Why then did you make notes of the meeting when apparently 
you didn’t otherwise take part other than listening? 

After, after I, late that night when I reviewed the situation 


in my mind I made up a note which will correspond when I 





produce them, and I hope precisely with this re-written copy, 
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3-B- 
E. H. Leger = Dowding Ex. 





A (Cont.) the language may be different but, because, well, 
it was a scribble, it was a scrawl, it was pretty near 
indecipherable, it was indecipherable; but, anyhow, after IL 
had reviewed the thing in my mind I did have a feeling that 
possibly Mr. Hooke might feel that Mr. Hume had intiminated 
him, and Mr. Hooke is a very important man, he was a Cabinet 
Minister, he was the Acting Attorney General, and I recognized, 
after I had thought about it, that certainly a wrong 
connotation could be put on the meeting if someone so desired 
to do so. 

Q Well, so far as the meeting.was concerned, when Mr. Hooke 
knew that a reporter was to interview him he appeared to be 
cooperative, is that right? 

A Well, Mr. Hooke was a bit reluctant when I told him what 
Mr. Hume had accused him of or said, that he had evidence 
of bribery, to see Mr, Hume, at least he was undecided, I 
should not say reluctant, he was undecided and he asked me 
what I thought he should do; and I think it is reasonable 
to say at this point that I took the necessary precautions 
to take Mr. Hooke to the office to warn him beforehand of 


what he would be contronted with, so that if he didn't want 





to see Mr. Hume, in other words I was trying to be very fair 





to Mr. Hooke, so that I had no intentions of setting a trap 
for Mr. Hooke. 
Q And you have stated that you consulted with him as to who 


he wanted to be present? 





A That's right, he asked me if there was a danger of blackmail 
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H. Leger = Dowding Ex, 





A (Cont.) and I said I didn’t think so, and I also said "I 
hope that you wouldn't think that I would be party to it.", 
and he said "Of course not.". 

Q And so far as you were concerned there was no secretive 
purpose of blackmail or that sort of intent? 

A None whatsoever. If Mr. Hooke had of asked me on the 
phone, one of reluctance, when his wife told me that he 
was still at his office and I didn’t immediately call his 
office, was the fact, is that had Mr. Hooke asked me I would 
have told him who was at the house, and even what it was 
about, but I didn’t want to go through his office and there 
is a possibility of his starf listening in, because I was 
prepared to do that, because I was not intending nor would 
I to lure Mr. Hooke into a position where it could be 


considered a trap. 





Q Did you indicate to him who was present in your motel 


concerned with this matter? 








A You mean = 

Q That O’Dwyer was there? 

A After he had arrived at the motel? 

Q Yes? 

A Yes, I told him Mr. O’Dwyer and Morley Grundberg and Jim Hume 
were upstairs in the kitchen. 

Q And at this he didn't walk away? 


A No. I told him at that time that if he didn't want to see 
and 
them that I would take him back out/as far as I was concerned 





he had never been there. 
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Leger - Dowding Ex. 





Now, did you hold over his head anything to do with your 
opposition or your position on Ideal Homes land exchange at 
that time? 

I never mentioned it. 

Do you feel that he was in any way under such a feeling of 
pressure with you about your opposition to Ideal Homes land 
exchange that he complied and stayed there because of that 
consideration? 

No. 

Do you think that he came there in the first instance because 
he felt that he would knock himself out, to use a common 
expression, to do what you wanted for your assistance later? 
Well, I didn’t consider it at that time but speculating, 

I suppose the possibility would exist in his mind that it 
would be nice to comply with the request that I made. 

Did Mr. Hume tell you prior to this meeting that he had had 
difficulty in arranging an interview with this Cabinet 
Minister? 

He told me that he couldn't, that he had tried to see Mr. 
Hooke, and Mr. Hooke would not see him. 

Wasn’t Mr. Hume to your knowledge the Legislative reporter 
who was reporting the, on the affairs at the Legislative 
Building? 

Yes, I knew that Mr. Hume was a political reporter for the 


Journal, 





Now, did you make any statement after Mr. Hooke had left 


to the others in your, were they in the kitchen? 
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- H. Leger - Dowding Ex. 

A Yes: 

Q To the others in the kitchen that he had said something that 
was pretty rotten after Mr. Hume had left? 

A No, I said that he felt pretty badly. 

Q You say he felt pretty badly? 

A Pretty badly. 

Q But nothing in your words indicated that Mr. Hooke had 
disclosed something else beyond what he had told Mr. Hume? 

A No, 

Q And if anyone said that such an occurrence had happened you 
would say that was untrue? 

A I would say it didn’t happen. 

Q And you say that Mr. Hooke did not disclose anything further 
to you after Mr. Hume had left the room? 

A No, he did not. 

Q Did Mr. Hooke again raise the question of your opposition 
to Ideal Homes land exchange when you escorted him back to 
the car? 

A When we stopped at his car he raised the question and asked 
me if I had given any further thought to reconsidering my 
position, and I told him that I really hadn't given it much 
thought but I didn’t think I was going to change my position. 

0 Mr. Commissioner, subject to what is disclosed by the notes 
that I understand Mr. Leger will be bringing, I reserve 
cross-examination on those points. 

THE COMMISSIONER: That will be in order. Mr. Steer? 

MR. CRAWFORD: Mr. Commissioner, I wonder if I could 
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3-B-7 
E.H. Leger 





MR. CRAWFORD: (Cont.) make an interjection at this point for the 
purpose of an application that relates directly to the evidence 
which Mr. Leger has given so far. I think it should be made 
before adjournment because I will be asking Your Lordship 
to direct Mr. Friedman to assist us in this, and that is 
that the records of the expense advances, the expense accoun 
and the repayment of advances in respect to the trip to 


open Alberta House so far as they relate to Mr. Hooke be 








produced. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Friedman? 
MR. FRIEDMAN: Mr. Commissioner, I had already made 


a note to do this. 

MR. DOWDING: Very efficient ? 

MR. MAYNARD: Mr. Commissioner, before Mr. Steer starts 
could I also make a request that Mr. Leger be asked to pro- 
duce the original notes that he had made to Mr. Clement, and 
could I say at a reasonable time this afternoon, two o'clock 
or.so?z 

THE COMMISSTONER: Could you produce them conveniently 


this afternoon, Mr. Leger? 





A I will do my very best to do that. I am extremely sorry 
about this but I gathered up a bunch of stuff and - 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, well I think probably after we 





adjourn if you will speak to Mr. Clement and the necessary 
arrangements can be made to have them available. 
MR. CLEMENT: This was mentioned a little earlier, sir, 


and Mr. Leger agreed to look them up. I am ina little 
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Leger - Steer Ex. 





MR. CLEMENT: (Cont.) difficulty about attending on Mr. Leger and 


THE C 


counsel this afternoon. I would be happy to do so, but if 
Mr. Leger would like to bring them and leave them with Mr. 
Short they can be examined by counsel. 

OMMTISSTONER: Yes, that will handle the situation. 
Mr. Short, will you make yourself available until Mr. Leger 
returns, you can make arrangements with Mr. Leger when he 
will bring them, and then Mr. Short will make them available 


to other counsel. 


MR. CLEMENT: I might just say, sir, that perhaps 


two o'clock might be a little short for Mr. Leger to find 


them and bring them back and have lunch and all the rest of 


a ig oa 
THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I will leave the mechanics to be 
arranged after we adjourn. Mr. Steer? 


MR. STEER EXAMINES THE WITNESS: 


Q 





Mr. Leger, the note you made with respect to this meeting, 


did you make notes of your actual words, your opening 





remarks, or what would occur at any specific instance in 
the conversation? 

No, it was merely a resume of what my recollections were 
of the conversation after it had happened. 

Now, Mr. Hooke, I believe you told us, at a meeting with 
you on July 22nd and July 23rd had some form of an attack, 
did he? 

That's right. 


And did that attack involve a tightening of the hands, a 
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3 
E.'H. Leger - Steer Ex. 





Q (Cont.) tightening of the face and extreme tension to certai 
parts of the body? 

A Well, as the attack would best be described, he 1°lled back 
in the chair he was sitting in, and he was sitting in my 
office chair, and was having difficulty breathing, his face 
flushed up, and quite frankly I thought he was suffering 
a heart attack. 

Q IT see, and he asked you for a drink of whisky? 

A I immediately became, I was extremely concerned and I asked 
him if I should call a doctor and he said "No, no, if you 
can give me a drink.", he said " ... a drink of liquor." 

I think "liquor" was the word he used. 
Q Yes, and did he say that his position had prescribed 


liquor, the odd drink for him? 





A Well, I assumed this, I know for a heart condition — 
Q Pardon? 
A I know that for a heart condition liquor is sometimes 


prescribed. 
Or whatever it was he was suffering from, sure. 
Or whatever. 


How long had you known Mr. Hooke before this time? 





Since at least 1959. 





And this is 1964? 
Yes. 
And you were on a first name basis, the two of you? 


Yes, 





ree = TO OO IO 


And would have been over the years generally friendly? 
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3-B-10 
Eo H. Leger .— steer Ex: 





A Well, we were not friends, but we were certainly, not friend 
social friends or anything, but certainly when I met Mr. 
Hooke at different functions, and I had called a couple of 
times on Mr. Hooke’s office, and one particular night I 
remember spending some time with him on planning matters, an 
so on and so forth, and our relationship was cordial. 

Q Yes, your relationship was a friendly relationship as a 
result of having done business together and met together as 
the two of you were doing your business and living out your 
lives? 

A That's right. 

Q And I am not sure whether I asked you whether you were ona 


first name basis? 





A Yes. 

Q And you were quite satisfied that Mr. Hooke was suffering 
from some form of ill health on July 22nd and 23rd? 

A Yes, I was convinced that he was in very bad health. 

Q Now, with respect to Mr. O'*Dwyer, you had met Mr. O'Dwyer 


ITthink in 1958, is that right? 





A Yes, I believe that was the year, yes. 
Q Under what circumstances? 
A I believe the first time I met Mr. O'Dwyer was during the 





time that I was pushing to get an Inquiry going into the 
affairs of Edmonton, and Mr. O'Dwyer stopped me on the 
street and introduced himself and gave me a sheaf of document's 


on a particular land transaction in the City, which was later 





used at the Inquiry. 
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3-B-11 
E. H. Leger - Steer Ex. 





Q I see, and during the course of that Inquiry, which occurred 
ye O5SO> aid ite 

A Hon ho.) 59, no, 55. 

Q The report came out I think in August of '59, did it not? 

A It started in %58 in November I believe, if my memory serves 
me right, and finished in January or February, and the 


report was issued sometime later in, was it in June, it was 








adjourned at one time. 


Q It was adjourned? 
A The report came out in September of 1959. 
Q And did you keep on meeting Mr. O’Dwyer with respect to the 





Porter Commission Inquiry after he gave you this sheaf of 


documents, this sheaf of documents? 








A I saw O'Dwyer, Mr. O'Dwyer, several times, but not frequentl 

0) Pardon? 

A Several times, but not frequently. 

Q And following the Porter Commission did you keep on seeing 
Mr. O'Dwyer? 

A Infrequently. 

Q And when you did meet with him would you discuss questions 
relating to the Social Credit Government? 

A Invariably, yes. 

Q Quite, and I take it that Mr. O'Dwyer would pass on to you 





what he regarded as significant information? 
A Well, that is correct, yes. 


ye And would you discuss this information with him? 





A Yes. 
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3-B-12 
E. H. Leger — Steer Ex. 





Q And did you also mention to him or talk to him about any 
information you had been given from other sources? 

A Rarely, if ever. 
But you did then upon occasion pass information on to him? 

A I cannot off hand think of it, but it could have happened, 
I cannot think of a case or information that I gave to Mr. 


O’Dwyer, I cantt think of it at this particular time, but 





it may have happened. 

Q And this particular day that we are dealing with which was 
July 30th, I believe, 1964, was it not? 

A Yes, that is the date. 


Q When Mr. Hume and Mr. O'Dwyer appeared at your house, as 





you have told us, at your home? 

A That's right. 

Q The conversation opened with an indication from Mr. O'Dwyer 
that you should disclose to Mr. Hume anything you knew to 
assist Mr. Hume in his inquiry? 

A Well, that was not the opening remark but somewhere along 


this was said or suggested. 





Q The opening remarks were to the effect that Mr. Hume was a 
reporter from the Journal and had been doing this investiga- 
tion? 

Yes, and that he had this case of bribery against Mr. Hooke. 
Yes? 


And = 





co FP OO PSP 


Now, with respect to this allegation, what was said at that 


time about a case of bribery against Mr. Hooke; after the 
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3-B-13 
E. H. Leger — Steer Ex. 


Q 


er YS) tO 


> 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 





(Cont.) whole interview was over is it correct that as far 
as you could see the only thing Mr. Hume was talking about 
was the fact that Mr. Hooke had stayed on a couple of 
occasions at this apartment in Victoria, Regent Towers? 
That was the substance of it, yes. 

But at the time that the interview opened in your kitchen, 
it was put to you that it was a case of bribery? 

That's right. 

That he had built up involving Mr. Hooke? 

That's right. 

And you were then asked to disclose anything that you had 
which would assist Mr. Hume? 

Yes. 

Is that correct? 

Yes, Mr. O'Dwyer suggested this was the time to, Hinman had 
been fired by the Premier and the whole Government was ina 
turmoil, and this was the time to throw every item of 
information into the fray, I believe was the word he used, 
and Mr. Hume would use this, the Journal was now convinced 
something was wrong, and they were going to really carry 

a battle to correct things. 

And one would gather then that Mr. O'Dwyer thought that you 
had information that Mr. Hume would want? 

No doubt of this. 

Pardon? 

Yes, Mr. OtDwyer thought that. 


And would this be the result of your previous conversations 
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3-B-14 
E. H. Leger —- Steer Ex. 


Q 
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2890 i) as 


(Cont.) and meetings with Mr. O'Dwyer over the years? 


¥es, 


I think it would be reasonable that Mr. O'Dwyer would 


assume that, yes. 


And then do I take it that you did not make any disclosures 


to Mr. Hume? 


No, 


I had no intention of telling Mr. Hume anything. 
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Leger - Steer Ex. 





And it was decided that the best thing, a decision was made 
that Mr. Hooke should come over there and face Mr. Hume? 
Well, if Mr. Hume had not wanted to see Mr. Hooke I would 
have never invited Mr. Hooke to come. Surely really it was 
a decision of Mr. Hume's that he wanted to see Mr. Hooke. 
Did Mr. Hume tell you why Mr. Hooke was not prepared to see 
him? 

No he didn't. 

Did you ask him? 

I don't believe I did, no. 

Mr. Hume had been a Legislative reporter for the Journal for 
some period of time? 

I believe that's right, yes. 

And Mr. Hume would normally have entre to Mr. Hooke's orlace 
by virtue of his capacity with the Journal, is that right? 
Yes, I think that I assumed that at that time. 

And when Mr. Hume went downstairs with you, he addressed 
Mr. Hooke by his first name? 

I think so, yes. 

And in fact, it was only Mr. Hume that Mr. Hooke would see 
after you had talked to him? 

Yes, he didn't want to see anyone else. He certainly 
didntt want to see Tom O'tDwyer. 

And did he not indicate at that time that he regarded Mr. 
Hume as a friend? 


Yes he made this statement to that effect to Mr. Hume that 





he considered him a friend. 
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Leger - Steer Ex. 


And therefore all of the people who were upstairs this was 


the person he would talk to, is that right ? 


A Yes, that is true. 

Q Yes. It. is one ofclock, sir. 

THE COMMISSTONER: We will adjourn then until Tuesday 
morning Mr. Leger at nine o'clock. Tuesday morning at nine. 


(The Hearing stood adjourned at 


1:00 P.M.) 
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